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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


OF THE 


{CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, 


FOR THE 


FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 27, 


1855, 


THE CITY DEBT, 


HH LOGHRTARR WITH OTHER ANNUAL, REPORTS 
AND PAPERS RELATING TO THE AFFAIRS OF THE CITY. 


PORTSMOUTH: 
1855. 
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_ RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


OF THE 


CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, 


FOR THE 


FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 27, 


1855, 


WITH A STATEMENT OF 


DHE -GITY DEBT, 


TOGETHER WITH OTHER ANNUAL REPORTS 
AND PAPERS RELATING TO THE AFFAIRS OF THE CITY. 


PORTSMOUTH: 
MILLERS & GRAY,........0++5: PRINTERS. 


1855. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


ON ACCOUNT OF 


THE CITY FARM, 


BY DANIEL P. SCOTT, SUPERINTENDENT. 


EXPENDITURES. 
Labor. 
William Philbrick, for labor 195 00 
Hiram H. Cole’ 18 50 
Edwin F. Goodwin 42 50 
Daniel Edgerly 7 84 
H. P. Hodgdon 6 75 
John and Phillip Woods 22 00 
William S. Welch 1 50 
James W. Nutter 35 87 
William Cate 30 08 
Ephraim Pickering 28 50 
Edward J. Joy 28 12 
Edward Flynn 14 87 
William Dearborn 30 73 
William Spinney 3 00 
Haven Scott 51 50 
John K. Simpson 15 00 
Wentworth Dame 15 60 
James Cate 16 50 
663 26 
Manure, Farming Utensils, &c. 
Daniel P. Scott, paid for bean-poles 1 25 
Samuel Joy, birch and alder withs 25 00 
Walter Scott, use of cider-press 1 75 
Richard Furber, ox-sled 12 00 
Henry H. Ladd, use of roller 8 00 
Nath’ Dennett, weighing hay, &c. 7 56 
John Bennett, manure 1 75 


Barker, Adams & Co. timber 2 91 
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William Simes & Co., grass seed, &c. 5 73 
John Shannon, attendance on sick eow, &c. 2 50 
Henry M. Clark, garden seed 40 
John H. Bailey, hoes, nails, &c. 486 
Joseph B. Chase, grass seed 9 00 
James Thompson, repairs on plow, &e. 6 60 
Joseph Whidden, shoeing horses 13 66 
Charles W. Walker, manure 8 75 
James Nowell, grass seed 6 25 
Alfred Emery, blacksmith work 14 67 
Samuel S. Green, white oak board 1 00 
Solomon Seymour, shoeing horses, oxen, and iron work 43 12 
Timothy Tucker, repairing cart wheels, &c. 15 67 
Leonard Cotton, grass seed 8 67 

196 10 

759 36 

Paid Overseers of the Poor in sundry payments 1920 38 

$2679 74 

RECEIPTS. 


Received for sundry debts due prior to March 1, 1854, and for produce of the 
Farm raised prior to that time, viz. 


Rec’d of John Bennett, for hay 13 72 
J. M. & T. J. Sheldon, for hay 190 
Eastern Railroad Co., straw 20 05 
Thomas Roberts, pasturing, &e. 12 74 
James Cate, pasturing 800. 
John Huntress, labor, oxen and man 6 74 
John Shannon, use of cart 1 00 
Benjamin Cheever, combing husks 7 22 
City of Portsmouth, husk mat 1 33 
Jane Mooney, pasturing 5 00. 
Joseph Perkins, hay 3 00° 

— 80 70 


Received for Produce sold (raised the present year) and other 
contingent Receipts, viz. 


Apples 143 38 
Beets 19 77_ 
Butter 38 25 
Board 3 00. 
Bull (use of) 16 50 
Cream and Milk 6 60 
Cider 17 50 


Carrots 34 40 


Cabbages 132 61 
Contingent Receipts 35 05 
Hay 1510 81 
Husks 66 43 
Hides 8 44 
Lard 5 35 
Labor performed off the farm 196 59 
Onions 28 33 
Peas (green) 28 06 
Parsnips 24 71 
Poultry and Eggs 14 99 
Pasturing, Calves sold, difference in purchase and 
sale of Cattle, &c. 86 48 
Squashes 7 09 
Straw 56 64 
Tallow 2 38 
Rent of farm house 33 61 
. Pigs é 12 78 
Work Room 69 29 
— 2599 04 
$2679 74 


Portsmouth, March 14th, 1855. 
Errors excepted. DANIEL P. SCOTT, Superintendent. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


BY THE 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR, 


ENDING MAROH, 1855. 


EXPENDITURES. 
Expenses prior to 1854. 
Henry M. Clark, for beef 6 97 
Alfred Emery, blacksmith work 2 43 
John Shannon, butchering cattle 6 50 
— 1690 
Provisions, 

Joseph B. Currier, beef, mutton, &c. 359 68 
Charles Robinson & Son, flour ' 123 75 
Henry M. Clark, beef 11 34 
Staples & Wilson, fresh fish 25 35 
Frederick W. Rogers, salt 3 25 
Tilton & Blaisdell, rice ‘ 11 51 
Samuel W. Moses, rice shed 
David Thompson, beef 436 80 
Reuben Randell, fresh fish 10 40 
James Nowell, flour and fish 204 64 
Charles E. Laighton, rice 51 58 - 
Samuel Sherive, fresh fish 9 95 
John K. Pickering, corn 265 00 
John Harrat, cocoa shells 11 44 
Mathes & Varrell, tea and pepper 29 82 
Joseph Holmes, beef 72 42 
J.B. Upham & Co. salt 10 16 
Jenness, Son & Co., molasses, sugar, eoffee, rice and fish 322 46 
Joseph G. Sise, tea 26 97 
J. & H. Eldredge, flour and corn 99 00 
William Bodge, fish, starch, etc. 10 91 
Ben}. Carter, Jr., salt 2 40 
J. M. & T. J. Sheldon, beef and veal 43 31 
Gilman Dearborn, mutton 43 05 
Leonard Cotton, rye and fish 42 69 
J. W. & H. M. Grant, beef 1 26 
William S. Willey, one bull 30 00 
Isaac Dow, rye 2,83; C. S. Hodgdon, pig $7 9 83 


o————2281 ¢% 
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Clothing. 
Nath’! K. Walker, hats and caps, 4 87 
Joseph B, Chase, leather 15 35 
Oren Bragdon, thick boots 27 50 
Wm. J. Laighton, dry goods 52 31 
Wm. G. Cole, leather 21 27 
Wm. Jones & Son, dry goods 119 23 
John R. Holbrook, making canvas jacket, 7 05 
Hill & Carr, leather, shoe thread, &c. 7 57 
Moses H. Goodrich, leather 8 81 
J. C. Carr, leather, &e. 5 1l 
George Henderson, dry goods 10 19 
Daniel Knight & Co. hats and caps 812. 
Joseph A. Grace, dry goods 10 05 
292 43 
Repairs. , 
John H. Bailey, paint, nails, &c. 5 46 
John T. Dame, repairing oven, &c. 5 00 
George Rogers, bricks 1 50 
William Varrell, paint and labor 18 74 
George J. Smart, whitewashing 8 00 
38 70 
Thanksgiving Dinner. 
Daniel P. Seott, paid for turkies 18 49 
Rufus K. Oxford, raisins 8 90 
Parry & Plumer, loaves and bread 3 20 
25 59 - 
Less received interest on the Hon. C. 8S. Toppan’s donation 
for the benefit of the Poor at the Alms House 18 00 
7 59 
Physician and Hospital Stores. 
Avery Plumer for bread 4 00 
Parry & Plumer for bread 20 00 
Wm. R. Preston for medicines 17 20 
Joseph H. Thacher for medicines 20 43 
Dr. Benj. W. Curtis for services as physician 10 35 
Dr. Abner B. Bennett << $6 49 65 
—— 121 63 
| Insane. | 
Board and expenses at the Insane Asylum, Concord, N. H. 
of Rose Tyrol 85 64 
Harriet C. Hall 68 19 
Andrew Grant » 21 30 
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220 85 


Contingent. 
S. Somerby, horse and wagon to Alms House “ 1 00 
Joseph B. Adams, serving copy of petition , 100 
J. Larabee, bridle, &c. 3 25 
Joseph B. Chase, brooms 2 50 
Nathan Jones, water pails, &e. 270 
Johan W. Stocking, visits and medicine to siek horse, &c. 4 50 
Barker, Adams & Co. lime and lumber 3 29 
Jones & Chesley, lumber 8 12 
Jenness, Son & Co. tobacco and snuff , 27 30 
Benj. Carter, Jr. brooms 3 00 
John Sise, crockery 6 88 
Mathes & Varrell, snuff 2 23 
A. Q. Wendell, scythes, &e. 8 88 
Bennett & Treadwell, bayforks, glass, &e. $ 61 
Henry H. Ham, repairing clock 1 00 
James F. Shores, Jr. writing book, ink, &c. 95 
Wm. H. Dennett, hack to Alms House sundry times 5 50 
Joseph H. Foster, spectacles 87 
Jenness, Son & Co. tobacco 23 00 
Andrew Lowd, repairing saddle 50 
John Bennett, expenses to Exeter to settle county account, &c. 7 34 
Samuel Treat, husks 63 
Samuel Cleaves & Son, shaving soap 1 06 
Leonard Manson, tin tareens 6 00 
Daniel P. Seott, paid sundry country panpers’ expenses to 
Portland, Boston, &c. 2359 + 
Walter Scott, woolen yarn 8 50 
Sarah E. Scott for services 57 50 
Abraham Wendell, andirons 115 
Superintendent, 


Daniel P. Scott, services ending March 23d, 1855 


Secretary of Board of Overseers, 


John Bennett, for services as secretary and taking evidence in 
supporting county accourt 


Wood and Coal for Alms House. 


Conn & Andrews for wood 424 08 
F. W. Rogers for wood 444 14 
Wm. Day for coal 84 08 


490 00 


60 00 


952 30 
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Wood for Out-Door Pensioners. 


Daniel H. Spinney for wood 
Wm. P. Gookin for wood 
George Brackett for wood 
Gookin & Chase for wood 
Town of Newington for wood 
Conn & Andrews for wood 


Out-Door Pensioners. 


John W. Stocking, conveying sundry persons to Alms Hoase 
Thos. C. Hough, house rent for John King 
William Fernald, Jr. & Son, hack to Alms House 


219 12 


6 00 


7 00 
21 88 
9 00 
939 37 


1 50 
5 33 
1 00 


Daniel Fernald, of Berwick, support of Catharine Hall one year 25 00 


Edward S. Gove, board of James Hood 

John Downing, board of William H. Barry one year, &c. 
Mads. Danielson, board 

Dr. G. C. Clough, medical attendance 

Catharine Reed, nursing Mrs. Malooney 


A. J. Beck, paid expenses of sundry vagrants to Jeave the city 


John S. Akerman, board of Charlotte Ingerson one year 


John H. Wendell, moving household furniture to Alms House 


Samuel W. Moses, supplies to county paupers 
John Bennett, cash paid to city pensioners 
do do county pensioners 
William Bodge, supplies to county paupers 
James W. Goodwin, support of Abigail Hoyt one year 
Oliver Hanscom, paid expenses of sundry vagrants to leave 
the city 


RECEIPTS. 


Received for funeral expenses of Elhanan Sanborn deceased 
for board of Elizabeth Howell at the Alms House 
of Town of Concord for expenses of Mrs. Sanborn 

and children 
of Benjamin Grant in part for expenses of Andrew 
Grant at the Insane Asylum, Concord, N. H. 


from the County of Rockingham for support of 
county paupers, and supplies furnished from the 
Alms House to county paupers not in the Alms 
House 


6 00 
18 84 
50 

4 50 
4 00 
4 47 
26 00 
1 00 

3 71 
685 03 
198 72 
1 50 
52 00 


9 40 


1202 37 


1048 50 


6816 8&5 


5 67 
6 00 


10 00 


13 00 


we ee 


1577 91 


34 67 


10 


for partial support and assistance rendered to county 
paupers not in the Alms House, and for the In- | 
sane at the Asylum in Concord, N. H. 663 84 


Se 9241 75 - 


of Daniel P. Scott, Superintendent, balance of his ace — 


count 1920 38 
Appropriation by the City 3500 00 
Less undrawn 800 00 


———2700 00 


—_———— 


6896 80 
Receipts 6896, 80 
Expenditures 6816 85 
Balance 79 95 


Portsmouth, March 15, 1855. 


HORTON D. WALKER, Mayor. 


JOHN PIKE, 


WILLIAM BODGE, on of the Poor. 


LEVI MOSES. 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES 


BY THE 


SUPERINTENDENT & OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


Expenses prior to 1854 paid by Overseers 15 90 
Labor 3 563 26 
Manure, farming utensils, etc. 196 10 
Provisions 2281 45 
Clothing 292 43 
Repairs 38 70 
Thanksgiving dinner 7 59 
Physician and Hospital stores 121 638 
Contingent »» 220 85 


i 


Superintendent _ —. 400.00 
Wood and Coal for Alms-house 952 30 
: 5074 31 
Less for supplies furnished out-door pensioners 89 66 
Expenditures at the Alms-house 4984 65 
Secretary of Board of Overseers 60 00 
Wood for out-door pensioners 1202 37 
Ont-door pensioners 1048 50 
To which add supplies furnished out-door 
pensioners from Alms-house 89 66 
‘ ——1138 16 
Insane 175 13 
-——— 2575 66 
$7576 21 


DITTO RECEIPTS. 


Rec'd of the Superintendent for debts due prior to March 1, 1854 $0 70 
Superintendent from receipts of farm, etc.  - 2599 04 
For board of Elizabeth Powell 6 00 
From town of Concord, N. H. for expenses of Mrs. 
_ Sanborn and children 10 00 
From the County of Rockingham for support of . 
County paupers at the Alms-house 1577 91 
Total receipts from farm and support of County —_—— 
paupers at Alms-house 4192 95 
For expenses of Elhanan Sanborn, deceased 5 67 
Of Benjamin Grant, in part for expenses of Andrew 
Grant at the Insane Asylum at Concord 13 00 
From County of Rockingham for partial support and 
assistance rendered to County paupers not in the 
Alms-house 663 84 
—— 682 51 
Appropriated by the City 3500 00 
Less undrawn 800 00 
——— 2700 00 
7656 16 
Receipts 7656 16 
~ Expenditures 7576 21 


Balance 79 95 
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Stock on hand atthe City Farm March 9, 


1855. 

4 yoke oxen at $150 each 600 00 
7 cows at $25 each 175 00 
1 bull 30 00 
1 horse 50 00 
11 hogs weighing 1650 lbs at 6 1-2c 107 25 
30 tons of hay at $17 510 00 
2 1-2 tons etraw at $10 25 00 
lot of stocks and buts 17 00 

1 pair ox wheels and cart — 45 00 
4 hay carts 16 00 
1 cart body 7 00 
2 manure carts and 2 ox wagons 250 00 
3 ox sleds 30 00 
3 ox harrows 20 00 
1 ox cultivator 10 00 
1 horse cultivator and harrow 7 00 
1 pair trucks and harness 12 00 
1 horse cart . 10 00 
2 market wagons 65 00 
1 small wagon 30 00 
2 sleighs and harness 35 00 
1 sleigh new last year 40 €O 
2 buffalo robes 10 00 
1 carriage 50 00 
3 wheelbarrows 4 00 
2 axle trees and drafts 10 00 
1 hand cart 2 00 
7 ox yokes and bows 27 00 
lot of old yokes 2 00 
4 nose baskets 50 


lot of sythes and snaiths 
8 chains $12 4 crowbars $3 
5 iron shovels $2 12 hoes $4 
1 hay cutter 

lot of manure forks 

scraper and cutters 


— 
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2 picks $2,50 1 hay hook $1 50 
7 plows $56 2 horse rakes $10 66 00 
20 hay forks at 283 $7,58 10 hand rakes $1,50 9 08 
2 drag rakes $2 5 sickles $2,50 4 50 
1 set block wheels, platform and plank dray 6 00 
garden tvols 5 00 
cattle slings, wheel and fall 20 00 


I patent hay press 135 00 
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1 hay press 20 
191 loads vault manure at $3 573 
75 loads barn and yard manure at $1,75 131 
50 loads fresh mud manure 75c 37 
1 grind stone and crank a 
lot of husks . 80 

set of rock drills, picks and hammers . 5 
Carpenter’s, joiner’s and cooper’s tools 30 

lot of baskets and measures 3 

lot of garden seed 3 

_ tackle and fall 2 
$3 wood saws $3 2 narrow axes $1,87 4 
scales, beam and weights 10 

8 galls lamp oil at 80c 6 
13 bbls soap at $3 39 
22 coffins at $2 44 
110 bush yellow corn at $1,10 121 
18 ‘* yellow flat corn at 98c 17 
50 ‘* white corn at 98c 49 
30.‘ rye at $1,50 A5 
38 ‘* barley at $1 38 
10 ** beans at 2,25 : 22 
2. ** peas at $2 4 
179 _‘* potatoes at 80c 143 
2 ‘* onions 2 dolls 27 lbs dried apples at5c 3 

1 3-4 tons beets at 9 dolls 15 
lot of parsnips 10 

1-2 ton ruta baga turnips 4 

1 ton carrots 10 

8 bbls clear pork at 21 dolls 168 
15 bbls mess beef at 14 dolls | 210 
9 bbls navy mess beef at 13 dolls 117 
392 lbs mutton at 2c 19 
140 lbs bacon at 12 1-2c 17 
600 lbs pollock fish at 2 5-8 dolls 15 
200 Ibs cod fish at 2 dolls 4 
100 Ibs. rice, 5£ dolls 5 
75 galls molasses at 26c 19 
150 Ibs sugar at 6c 9 
64 lbs tea at 3lc 19 
140 Ibs cofiee at 10 3-4c 15 
80 lbs cocoa shells at 11c 3 
40 Ibs saleratus at 5 1-2c 2 


, 6 lbs ginger at 8c 48c 5 lbs pepper at 10c 50c 
1-2 bb! flour 5,19c crackers 2 dolls 7 
6 new water pails at 20c ~ 1 
88 Ibs tobacco at 20c 7,60 11 Ibs snuff at 20c 2,20 9 


80 
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153 Ibs‘lard at 12c 18 36 . 


25 Ibs butter at 28c 7 00... 
20 Ibs tallow at lle _ 2 20 
9 bags table salt at 20c 1 80 
2 bush salt at 37 1-2c mgt 
lot of ashes 2,00 part box 8x 10 glass 1,88c 3 88 
part box rosin 50c part cask lime 75c 1 25 
38 1-2 cords hard wood at 7 dolls 269 50 
6 tons hard coal at 8,25c 49 50 
lot of old casks and barrels 5 00 
31 pair men’s thick shoes at 1,12 1-2c 34 87 


10 pair women’s shoes at 5s 
4 pair boys’ shoes at 4s 
18 pair childrens’ shoes at 2s 
7 pair men’s thick boots at 2,29c 
17 lbs sole leather at 25c 
19 yds calico at 12 1-2¢ 
34 1-2 yds do at 8c 
40 1-2 yds do at 10c : 
10 yds do at 6 1-4c 63 
10 yds crash at 10c 
34 1-2 yds burlaps at 12 1-2c 
9 1-2 yds cotton flannel at Llc 
14 1-2 yds cotton cloth at 8 1-4¢ 
33 yds demin at 13 1-2c 
4 yds Canada gray cloth at 75c 
2 yds cassimere at 70c 
10 Ibs. batting at 10c 
18 cotton shirts at 50c 
5 prs cotton draws at 50c 
1 lb white cotton 75c 1 Ib colored 83c 
1 1-2 Ibs thread at 92 
9 skeins woolen yarn at 12 1-2c 
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3 woolen jackets at 3,50c 10 50. 
9 prs woolen ‘pants at 3 dolls 27 00 
5 woolen vests at 1,50c 7 50 
4 woolen frocks at 2 dolls 8 00 
17 prs thin pants at 75c 12 75 
2 thin frocks at 50c 1 00 — 
2 thin vests at 37 1-2c ty 1p 
2 thin jackets at 1 doll 200 — 
13 prs woolen socks at 37 1-2c 4 87 
lot tape, combs, thimbles, hooks and eyes 1 50° 


5108 52 
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‘Estimated Income of City Farm. 


156 tons of hay at 18 dolls 2808 00 
9 ‘* straw at 9 dolls , 81,00 
‘Stocks, butts and husks ~ 140 00 
300 bush. yellow corn at 1 124 337 50 
275 ‘* ~ potatoes at 80c 220 00 
51 *‘* © barley at 1 doll 51 00 
75 ** rye at 1 50 112 50 
Peas 48 dolls, beans 20 dolls, apples 200 dolls 268 00 
Parsnips 10 dolls, onions 40 dolls, squashes 10 dolls 60 00 
Ruta Baga turnips 25 00 
Carrots 50 dolls, beets 75 dolls 125 00 
Cabbages 160 dolls, garden seeds 38 dolls 163 00 
Vegetables used in the house during the summer 100 00 
Net income of seven cows 140 00 
Labor done off the farm 196 59 
4827 59 

Expenses keeping oxen and horses 675 00 

Interest on the cost of farm 440 00 

Expenses of farm as charged 759 36 


——— 1874 36 


Net income of farm 2953 23 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


OF THE 
ciry oF PORTSMOUTH, 


UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF THE 


MAYOR AND ALDERMEN, 


For the year ending March, 1855. 


EXPENDITURES. 
State Tax. 
Walter Harriman, Treasurer 3370 50 
County Tax. 


W. H. Dudley, Treasurer 5602 09 


Teachers’ Institute. 
Horace Webster, Commissioner 216 67 


Expenses prior to 1854. 


Martin P. Paul, ringing North bell 15 39 
Martin L. Twombly, services as special police 2 00 
Josiah Adams, carpenter’s work 1114 
William B. Lowd, school books 5 76 
Henry Nowell, hauling gravel 5 00 
Albert J. Badger, street gas lantern, etc. 8 84 
Thomas Norton, campenter’s work 8 06 
David Philbrook, hauling plank 33 
William Plaisted, labor 38 
Henry F. Wendell, services of writ, notices, etc. 6 06 
George Raynes, lot of slabs 1 25 
Abner Greenleaf, services before Road Commissioners 89 
William J. Laighton, Sheeting, &c. 1 67 
Anderson & Emery, spikes, etc. for reservoir.’ 74 
John H. Jackson, for articles belonging to floral 
procession of 1852 14 27 


Butterfield Carkin, and others, breaking paths, &c. 9412 


175. 90 
Appropriated $350, July 6, 1854. 


Celebration of Independence. 
George W. Towle, firing salute 65 00 
Joseph C. Walker, pd. for ringing bells, hoisting flag,&c. 8 00 
— 73 00 
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Side Walks. 
Appropriated $400, July 6, 1854. 


Charles W. Brewster, for half expense of sidewalk, 
Islington street 

William S. Barber, labor 

John M. Lord, half expense of sidewalk Hanover st. 


Allen Freeman, do. Congress street 
Hampti Kenney, do. State street 
Thomas Norton, do. Austin street 


Jacob Thompson, do. State street and Bow street 
Thos. D. Bailey, Agt. do. Vaughan street 


Elisha Tripp, do. State street 
William Parker, do. Islington street 
Hall Varrell, do. State street 
C. S. Toppan, do. Vaughan street 


Ann M. Deverson, do. Vaughan street 
Heirs of Benj. Moses, do, Vaughan street 


Elizabeth Lord, do. Manning street 
Stephen Pearse, do. Islington street 
James H. Pratt, labor 

George Rogers, © do. Christian Shore 


George Clark, labor 

Sam’! Reynolds, labor 

Henry F. Wendell, do. South street 
Eben. Haines, labor, &c. 

Thomas Green, labor, &c. 

George Ayers, labor 

John E. Salter, do. Court street 
Joseph M. Edmonds, do. Islington street, 


Reservoir in Austin Street. 
Appropriated $900, July 6, 1854. 


George E. Smart, labor 

John E. Abbott, labor 

John Jones, labor 

James Jones, labor 

Robert H. Marden, mason ’s work 
William Branscomb, mason’s work 
William Cate, labor 

George J. Smart, labor 

William Y. Lydston, labor 
Robert Stokel, labor 

Ephraim Pickering, labor 

William A. Spinney, labor B 


3°75 
27 60 
14 55 
13 95 
20 06 
13 00 
22 65 

9 75 
35 85 
16 50 
Al 25 
28 50 


350 92 
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J. D. Goodrich, services superintendent on reservoir, use of 
horse, hauling sundries, &e. 

Nath’! B. Dame, labor ) 

Robert P. Locke, mason’s work 

Thos. Greene, mason’s work 

Oliver Dennett, labor 

William Tucker, carpenter’s work, 

Patrick Dwire, labor 

George W. Ayers, labor 

George Hayes, mason’s work 

Barker, Adams & Co. lumber, cement, sand, &c. 

Enoch Pincham, bricks 

William Branscom, labor 

Oliver Ayers, lead pipe, labor, &c. 

John Dame, blacksmith’s work 

Martin L. Twombly. hauling lumber 

Allen Treat, stone, &c. 

James N. Tarlton, manilla cordage 

John Harmon, labor 

S. Donnell, fuse 

Dan’! H. Treadwell, gravel 

Chas. Robinson & Son, powder 

Josiah G. Hadley, use of wheelbarrow 

William Gray, hauling gravel 

Albert J. Badger, powder canister, &c. 

Bennett & Treadwell, shovel 

Abraham Q. Wendell, nails 

Robert Bell, hauling plank, &c. 

Walter B. Hill, labor 

Robert O. Dennett, mason’s work 

Jenkins & Goodrich, lumber 

John T. Dame, mason’s work 

Wendell & Call, wharfage and bricks 


Less, sold 13 loads stone at 25e, and 46 barrels 6c 


Support of the Poor, 
Appropriated $3500, July 6, 1854. 
Overseers of the Poor, as per credit on their account 


127 85 
15.00, 
21 25 
37 75 
16 80 

1574 


12 00 


15 00 


"92 50 
"3162 52 


_ 236 15 
18 00 
5146 
7 69 
25 
17 25 
5 94 


see 16 


_ 52 

~ 13 90 
3 25 
50 

25 

54 
100 
= 30 
1 25° 
24 30 


rye 
"2 50 


“12 36 
12 15 
491 
114 43 
601° 


A Bila 


:, ——1108 42 


i ore} 
Y 


Ont) Aa, 


"2700 00 


Enlarging Cotton’s Burying Ground. ~_ 


Appropriated $150, July 6, 1854. 


J.D. Goodrich, for services overseeing work, hauling plank, use ©)» 


of horse, &c. 
John E. Abbott, labor 


. 
(1496 — 

9 45> 
—— 24 4 
\ eonilliW’ 


ee 
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Repairs and Rents of School Houses, 


Appropriated $600, July 6, 1854. 


Mary Flinn, cleaning school room 

Mrs. Ephraim Pickering, cleaning school room 
Francis Kurman, labor 

James Janvrin, carpenter’s work 

Goorge Hayes, mason’s work 

Aaron L. Rand, paints, glass and labor 

Mrs. Macauly, cleaning school rooms 

William Tucker, carpenter’s work and stock 


J. E, Chapman, stove pipe, taking down and cleaning stove, Xe. 


Elisha Tripp, glass and setting 
William Shapley, slats to windows 
Joseph L. Martin, carpenter’s work 

Samuel A. Trefethern, mason’s work 
' George E. Marden, furnishing and setting glass 
John H. Bailey, paints, glass, &c. 
Barker, Adams & Co. sand 
Joy & Colcord, chairs 
s. Somerby, horge and wagon sundry times 
William H. Leach, carpenter’s work, &c. 
Andrew Gardner, paid cleaning school room, &c. 
William J. Laighton, window shades 
William Stavers, rent of school room 
Brown, Treadwell & Co. chairs and cushions 
Bennett & Treadwell, glass, lock, &c. 
Andrew D. Gerrish, key 
E. A. Stevens, stove pipe, cleaning do 
Jenkins & Goodrich, lumber, &c. 
John Dame, blacksmith’s work 
J. E, Shores, Jr. treasurer, rent of school room 
Akerman & Scriggins, paints, labor, glass and setting 
George J. Smart, labor, white washing, &c. 
Ss. Seymour, cleaning school rooms, &c. 
Charles Burroughs, rent of school room 
Nathan Jones, stoves, stove pipe, &c. 
M. J. & W. A. Vaughan, glass and setting, 
John M. Lord, rent of school room 
wae Academy, rent of school rooms 

A.Q, Wendell, nails, sheet lead, glass, &c. 
John Bennett, paid Mrs. Fitzgerald and others cleaning school 
rooms 


2 50 
400_, 
14 50 | 
18 50. 
13.12 
12 81 
4 50 
11 67 
119 69 
205 
4 95 
11 50 
683 
1 33 
5 65 
36 
497 
13 00 
38 70 
358 
9 00 
25 00 
7 38 
447 
50 
11 88 
40 07 
219 
20 00 
63 21 
25 00 
6 25 
60 00 
40 03 
817 
162 50 
110 00 
2419 


5 00 
——-— 918 55 
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Contingent. 
Appropriated $2000, July 6, 1854. 


John Seaver, for distributing half the city accounts and reports 150 


Thos. J. Spinney, labor 1 05 
William Jenkins, shoveling snow 50 
John W. Fernald, services as clerk of the Spring Market 8 37 
Board of Police, services at the circus - 900 
A.M. Hoyt, surveying &c. 400 
Phillip Wenzell, blank books 7 87 
Dennis Libbey, use of vestry 6 00 
J. G. Hadley, refreshments for city officers, Ward No, 3 3 50 
C. Soule, map of the United States 5 00 
John Lowd, distributing half the city accounts 1 50 
O. F. Gerrish, services as town clerk for Ward No. 1, and 
issuing notices for jurors, &c. 29 75 
Benj, Carter, jr. scale and weights 2 50 
Daniel Crowley, putting out gas lights 2 00 
George W. Ames, whitewashing 6 50 
William S, Hadley, refreshments for officers, Ward No. 1 6 00 
Willis Barnabee, refreshments for officers, Ward No. 2 ; 1 50 
John R. Oxford, hauling lumber 25 
William Varrell, paint and labor 12 00 
Charles W. Marden, revising roll of third and sixth company 
of infantry and making returns 9 00 
S. P. Treadwell, taking change of property and new buildings 3 00 
Francis Marden, taking inventory of stock 6 50 
Henry H. Ham, winding, oiling and regulating North and South 
clocks 27,12. One time piece 12,00 39 12 
Joseph L. Gove, stone and labor 38 30 
Oliver Dennett, making sacks 1 00 
Robert Shillaber, attending town meeting, Ward 2, &c. 3 00 
S. H. Goodall, for services, Beck vs. Hanscom 5 00 
John H. Bailey, paint, glass, &c. 110 
John H. Downing, attending town meeting, Ward No. 1 300 — 
Daniel Randell, conveying a man to watch house, &c. 37 
Jones & Chesley, lumber 2 30 
Joseph D. Pillow, services as town clerk for Ward No. 2, and 
issuing notices to jurors, &c. 26 44 
A. J. Beck, revising roll of first light infantry company 4 00 
Hampti Kenney, earpenter’s work 2 86 
Joshua Stackpole, do 17 02 
John Smith, taking change of property and new buildings 6 00 
E. &. T. Fairbanks & Co., 1 No.1 scale 42 75 
William Laskey, clock line 3 50 
S. Somerby, horse and barouch ~ 250 


B. Downing, attending town meeting, Ward 2 1 50 
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Ivah N. Rugg, turning post 11 00 
John Dame, blacksmith work 1 55 
Gookin & Chase, wood and hauling 41 26 
Samuel W. Moses, sperm oil 3 50 
Aaron L, Rand, paint and labor 2 40 
John H. Wendell, hauling pillars 50 
Henry Lowd, ringing South bell one year ete. 28 50 
Bennett & Treadwell, shovel and brooms 2 50 
John Trundy, repairing scale, etc. 3 00 
William F. Currier, setting posts 3 37 
Benj. Akerman, surveying 2 00 
William Nicholson, splitting wood etc, 4 38 
William Bachelder, ringing bell Methodist meeting house 43 75 
Wells & Bacon, professional services in the case Beck vs. 
Hanscom - 43 85 
Timothy Tucker, snow shovels 1 00 
Daniel H Treadwell, rent of city offices 200 00 
Eben Haines, labor 2 50 
William P. Gookin, wood and hauling 47 69 
E. A. Stevens, repairing stoves, stove pipe, gas fixtures, etc. 33 43 
William Tucker, carpenter’s work 3 56 
Akerman & Seriggins, paint, labor, glass and setting 47 89 
Gas light Company, use of gas 74 59 
George J. Smart, labor 7 50 


Joseph C. Walker, services rendered and cash paid out for sundry 
purposes, and for services as Town Clerk for Ward No.3 135 55 


James H. Head, school books 10 96 
Joseph H. Foster, do. 11 20 
John S. Harvey, do. 13 12 
James F. Shores, Jr., schoo] books, paper, steel pens, &c. 21 56 
John Bennett, services in the case Beck vs. Hanscom $10, and 
cash paid out for sundry purposes 10,47 20 47 
Martin P. Paul, ringing North bell 910 
Nath’! Manson, services at town meeting, Ward No, 3, &c. 275 
Jenks, Hickling & Swan, school book 1 52 


John Bennett, City Clerk, paid interest on the Hon. C. S. Top- 
pan’s donation of three hundred dollars, for a dinner for 
the benefit of the poor at the Alms-house thanksgiving day 18 00 


A. Q. Wendell, shovel 1 00 
Joseph H. Thacher, strychnine 112 
G. H. Rundlett, expenses to Exeter 2 38 
Ira Perley, professional services, Beck vs. Hanscom 20 00 
William Goodrich, services clerk of Spring Market 36 63 
Augustus Jenkins, expenses to Concord 5 50 
Robert Lefavour, Collector, for discount to those persons who 

paid their taxes within the time limited 2309 38 


3556 95 


st te 


Less received of the Treas. of New-Hampshire, in ae ' 
part for this City’s proportion of railroad tax 187713 b ad 
Received from fair of North Parish for use of gas etc a 
lights at Jefferson Hall 600 — ‘oe 
do. Middle Street Society 7 25 ™ 
——1390 38 ‘ 
2166 57 
Court House. toi 
Samuel Shackford, carpenter’s work 19 70 
Josiah Adama, do. 15 75 
William Tucker do. 2 95 
Nathan Jones, stove, stove pipe, etc. 41 56 o 
William Smith, carpenter’s work 6 12 
Elisha Tripp, paints and labor 265 05 
George Whitehouse, mending plastering, etc. . flee So 
John H. Bailey, lead, nails, etc. 402 yi 
Barker, Adams & Co., lumber 26 67. f 
Samuel ‘l'refethen, Mason’s work . 11 37 4 
Rufus Adams, do. iR4geel autiiW 
400 440 
North Clock. 
Henry N. Hooper & Co., new hanging bell 48 30 : 
Sewell W. Webber, hands for clock, etc. 9 75 ; 
Marcellus Bufford, painting dialsand gilding hands 72-00 nel 
Henry H. Ham, services in setting clock in North Church, etc. 66 00 " 
Benjamin Murray, carpenter’s work ~ 33°00" ” 
North Parish, lumber, nails and labor 23995 
William Woodman, labor 150 
Andrew D. Gerrish, castings, labor, etc. 105 97 
Jona, Dearborn, paid labor, ete. “5 28 nalé 
Jenk ins & Goodrich, boards, plank and joist 10 03 , . 
Est. of Wm. Rymes, taking yoke from bell, etc. 150 " 


Health Committee. 
Appropriated $500. 


Daniel Adwers, paid for tar, etc. IBY 
Patrick Foley, digging grave 2.00 
George Stackpole, services as health officer, and for clothing burnt 7 33. . 
Michael Bluit, digging grave 2 00 
Patrick Arnold, burying Mrs. White 600 . 
Maurice Arnold, attending do. , 600. 


James Henchy, services burying John 8. Locke, and for clothing 
burnt 14 50 
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ae | 
Millers & Gray, advertising _9 00 
James Davidson, hailing vessels at Fort Constitution 27 36 
Charles E. Laighton, hemp line sete 50 
Thomas J. Whittem, printing regulations 4 00 
William Nickerson, services 2 00 
Walter B. Hill, services as health officer 40 69 
Thomas Clapham, do. 40 69 
Robert O. Treadwell, do. 40 69 
William J. Laighton, flannel 50 
Raynes & Neil, iron kettle, tar, &c. 3 25 
, —— 208 26 
Streets, 
Appropriated $3000, July 6, 1854. 
Oliver Tucker, labor | 1.25 
Pray’s Wharf, wharfage of paving stones 4 05 
Samuel Edmonds, hauling gravel 3 25 
Alex. L. Rand, shoveling snow 1 50 
Ivory Goodwin, labor 3 00 
John N. Nutter, labor man and horse 2 00 
Geo. W. Pendexter, edge stone 6 25 
Samuel Treat, mason’s work 2 82 
Jenkins & Goodrich, timber plank ete. 141 39 
Samuel Shackford, planking side walk etc. 7 00 
William Bodge, surveying plank 1 37 
Barnet Akerman, labor 62 
Thomas Deverson, labor 1 75 
‘Swasey & Rowell, painting street sign 1 00 
Batrick Foley, labor 7 59 
Geo. H. Pickering, labor 30 41 
Haskel Brown, labor 48 00 
William Tucker, grade board 1 65 
William Hannah, labor 12 67 
John McKennon, labor 267 
David Philbrook, hauling gravel, etc. 48 62 
John Carroll, labor 87 
Ira Emery, labor, 133° 
Robert Roberts, hauling gravel etc. 37 18 
Charles W. Marden, labor 13 00 
James Janvrin, labor 13 00 
William Walker, labor 1 25 
Joseph Jones, laying pavement 4 50 
James Cate, labor 10 67 
Robert Rand, labor 10 00 
William Beck, labor 4 00 


Francis Marden, labor, etc. 21 48 


Thomas Green, laying side walk 

Joseph L. Gove, paving stones, etc. 

Jobn F. Marden, labor 

Samuel Tucker, labor 

Allen Treat, edge and flag stones 

Robert O. Dennett, laying pavement 

A. G. Twombly, labor, man and horse 

John H. Wendell, labor, man and horse 

George Rogers, bricks 

Estate of William Russel, shoveling snow 

William Plaisted, labor 

Jeremiah Hennessy, shoveling snow 

Joseph Dennett, cleaning drains 

John Shanon, labor 

Mark W. Beedy, labor 

Edward White, labor 

Jones & Chesley, plank, post, etc. 

Henry Nowell, labor, man and horse 

Robert H. Marden, labor 

George Ayers, labor 

Harry Bright, hauling gravel 

Freeman Peverly, labor 

Asa Ham, labor, self and team 

Gookin & Chase, labor, man and team 

Robert Bell, hauling gravel, etc. 

Charles Robinson, hauling gravel, etc. 

J. D. Goodrich, services as street commissioner. 
and wagon, etc. 

J.D. & A. T. Goodrich, hauling gravel, etc. 

Amos T. Goodrich, hauling gravel, etc. 

Joseph Laighton, labor 

Burt Holland, shoveling snow 

James F. Shores, jr. blank book, paper, etc. 

D. W. Twombly, labor 

A. Q. Wendell, hoe, nails, ete. 

Thomas L. Brackett, hauling lumber 

Charles A. Hodgdon, labor 

Samuel Donnell, powder, ete. 

Timo. Tucker, use of wheelbarrow, &c. 

Dan’! H. Pierce, rent of wharf and yard 

Alms House department, labor, men and oxen 

George E. Smart, labor 


Eben’r Haines, use of horse and wagon, labor, &c. 


R. W. Webster, labor, self and team 
William Gray, hauling gravel and stone 
Geo. Fishley, hauling gravel and stone 
John Moorey, labor 


22 00 
6 50 
13 12 
5 55 
54 33 
12 50 
84 10 
4 25 
19 40 
1 25 
6 67 
62 

1 00 
133 
67 

4 62 
411 
7 50 
4 06 
1 80 
7 25 
3 62 
107 75 
4 42 
400 
253 


Use of horse 


57 66 
2 49 
6 75 
2 00 
1 00 
1 538 

88 
100 
38 

1 25 
1 84 
447 
10 00 
17 75 
38 

47 45 

12 50 
2 37 

25 
2 00 
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Daniel McCarthy, labor 

William 8S. Barber, labor 

J. M. Teague, hauling gravel, &c. 
Michael Hearn, labor 

James Perkins, hauling gravel, &c. 
Barker, Adams & Co. lumber 

Anthony Peavey, labor self and team 
Nath’! Jackson, labor man and oxen, &e. 
Martin L. Twombly, labor self and team 
William Cate, labor 

John R. Oxford, hauling gravel, &c. 

John A. Brown, hauling stone, post, &c. 
Joseph Marston, laying pavement, &c. 
John Quinn, labor 

David Mahoney, labor 

Nath’! Manson, hauling gravel, stone, &e. 
Joseph Styles, labor 

Nath’! Foster, labor 

Stephen Tarlton, labor 

Patrick Mead, labor 

Patrick McCarty, labor 

James H. Pratt, laying pavement, &c. 
George Clark, laying pavement, &c. 

Ivah N. Rugg, repairs on North bridge 
John Dame, mending tools, spikes, &c. 
George J. Smart, labor 

Solomon Seymour, new steeling picks, ete. 
Leonard Cotton, Jabor, man and team 


Bennett & Treadwell, hoes, shovels, nails, etc. 


Raynes & Neil, buckets, brooms, ete. 


Roads. 


Appropriated $800, July 6, 1854. 
Daniel Lang, repairing culverts 

Obediah Stoddard, pine timber 

Barker, Adams & Co., hauling timber 
Wm. Fernald, jr. & Son, horse and barowch 
Wm. Branscomb, labor on culvert 

Charles W. Marden, labor on bridge 
Francis Marden, repairing Lafayette bridge 
William Shapley, nails 

John F. Marden, labor on bridge 

Samuel Ham, labor on culvert 

Joseph Fuller, labor sagamore road 

Ezra Young, repairing bridge 


20 29 
102 20 
52 58 
123 35 
37 27 
1 28 
45 00 
17 38 
40 63 
22 66 
14 25 
5 25 
73 50 
84 73 
65 07 
60 15 
75 48 
4 00 
123 47 
5 79 
2 66 
114 97 
177 00 
1 25 
9 97 
4 58 
1 55 
919 
18 09 
3 94 
——_—_—-2322 52 


3 00 
31 32 
1 00 
5 00 
6 75 
7 00 
11 75 
6 05 
612 
9 37 
10 00 
4 00 


og % 


S. Somerby, horse and barouche sundry times pian) 5 00 aa so 
Robert Bell, hauling plank | 600 
A. K. Warren, rocks and hauling 13 00 © 


District No. 1. 


Calvin S. Hodgdon, surveyor, aud others, for labor on highways 58 58 


District No. 2. 


Charles Hayes, surveyor, and others, for labor on highways 54 25 
James Marston, surveyor, and others, for labor on highways 96 37 


District No. 3. 
A. W. Simpson, surveyor, and others, for labor on highways | 166 87 


Gas Lights for City Streets. 
Appropriated $350, July 6, 1854. 
Daniel L. Randall, lighting and cleaning city gas lanterns 113 68 
Portsmouth Gas Company, use of gas 361 64 
Akerman & Scriggins, setting glass in gas lanterns 7 35 
E. A. Stevens, repairing lantern post 7 25 
Lewis A. Bruce, setting glass in gas lanterns 3 86 
Swasey & Rowell, setting glass in gas lanterns 150 | 


Assistant Marshals and Police. 
Appropriated $350, July 6, 1854. 


498 38 


I. Bartlett Claggett, professional services 75 
Charles H. Sides & Co., hack to alms house sundry times 5 50 
A. J. Beck, fees on sundry persons committed to the house of 
correction, etc. 16 51 
Joseph B. Adams, ditto, and services as special poliee 18 02 
William ©. Hatch, ditto, and services as assistant marshal 11 81 
J. W. Stocking, hack to alms house sundry times 4 50 
Albert Hayes, services as assistant marsnal 9 31 
S. Somerby, horse and wagon to alms house 1.00 
Amos Trott, services as assistant marshal 42 00 
B. Downing, services as police officer AD Biotin 
John H. Downing, services as assistant marshal 9 31 
Andrew D. Gerrish, keys for watch house 2 92 
Thomas Bracket, services as assistant marshal -931 
William H. Dennett, carriage to alms house sundry times 1 50 
Josiah G. Hadley, horse and wagon sundry times 2 25 


William J. Laighton, burlaps, etc. 5 75 


495 28. 


ya ht 
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Alms House Department, straw 
Joseph B. Adams, services as assistant marshal 


John Teague, : ditto 
Robert Shillaber, ditto 
John Shannon, jr. ditto 
Nath’! Manson ditto and for extra services 


1 25 
50 00 
40 69 
40 69 
40 69 
54 50 


377 13 


Less received of William B. Parker, Justice of Police Court 


for police fines and cost 


Printing. 
Appropriated $800, July 6, 1854. 


Millers & Gray, advertising 

Charles W. Brewster, advertising and printing 

Thomas J. Whittem, advertising 

J. J. Mason & Co., advertising 

Edward N. Fuller, printing city accounts, advertising etc. 


Schools. 
Appropriated July 6, 1854. $10,100 00 
Literary fund 437 91 
African and evening schools 245 00 

10,782 91 

High school committee . 
District No. 1 
District No. 2 
District No. 3 
African school 
Evening schoo] 

Interest. 


Appropriated $2715, July 6, 1854. 


Coupons, interest on city bonds and script 
Portsmouth Savings Bank, interest on note 


Lucius Alden do 
Joshua W. Pierce do 
Daniel A. Hill do 
John Fabyan and wife do 
Abigail Henderson do 
John Jenness, jun, do 
Sally Trundy do 


Interest on city script, No. 1, paid 


90 25 


34 09 
67 29 
29 25 
11 50 
167 60 


2,652 14 
2,628 59 


' 2,628 59 


2,628 59 
145 00 
100 00 


2297 67 
48 00 
30 00 
60 00 


286 88 


309 78 


10782 91 


80 00 


36 00 
72 00 
15 00 
30 00 

2 96 


2621 63 
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City Watch. 
Appropriated $1850, July 6, 1844, 
William Beck 16 00 
William Branscomb 16 00 
Daniel W. Wendell 13 00 
Nath’! Pinder 40 00 
Freeman Peverly 44 50 
Joseph Stickney 16 00 
Samuel A. Spinney AQ 25 
Adderson Carroll 16 00 
William Gray 26 25 
John Hoitt 15 00 
Oliver Dennett 71 00 
Andrew S. Marden 52 25 
William Clark 16 00 
Richard H. Waldron 49 25 
John W. Durgin 16 00 
John E. Abbot 40 00 
Charles A. Hodgdon 40 00 
Edward White 49 25 
John Shannon, jun. 22 50 
John Tebbets 7 50 
George Woods 57 25 
Amos H. Twombly 24 00 
Samuel Sherburne 19 50 
David Twombly 24 00 
Ira Emery 24 00 
Nath’! Foster 24 00 
John J. Nutter 28 25 
George J. Smart 59 50 
Daniel Walker 55 00 
Oren Banks 83 00 
Henry L. Foot 39 25 
Andrew J. Ayers 25 50 
Daniel H. Willey 20 75 
Haskell Brown 31 50 
Charles H. Crowell 26 75 
William Plaisted 30 75 
George Clark 83 25 
William Cate 33 25 
George Stackpole 28 50 
Robert Stokell $2 50 
Moses B. Reed 65 50 
John Lowd 11 00 
Barnet Akerman 31:00 


George Hodgdon 26 00 
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John Stickney 
William Jenkins 
Abraham Holmes 
R. W. Webster 
Albert Spinney 
Oliver Ham 
John H. Marden 
Edmund Clark 
dames H. Pratt 
George Hutchings 
Thomas O. Rand 
James Broughton 
David G. Lester 
Joshua M. Walden 
James Newbury 
Walter B. Hill 
John J. Lambert 
William Nutter 
Joseph Brown 
John Campbell 
Alfred Moore 
Benjamin Woodsum 
John Teague 


Salaries of City Officers. 


Appropriated $2500, July 6, 1854, 

Horton D. Walker, mayor 

William B. Parker, justice of the police court 
John Bennett, city clerk 

John W. Fernald, clerk of the common council 
Oliver Hanscom, city marshal 

Andrew J. Beck, city marshal 

Robert Lefavour, city treasurer 

Albert R. Hatch, city agent 

I. Bartlett Claggett city agent 


16 00 
40 00 
24 00 
55 00 
30 00 
32 00 
38 00 
32 00 
32 00 
32 00 
32 00 
26 00 
41 00 
2 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
3 00 
1 50 
4 50 


1858 75 


300 00 
200 00 
600 00 
50 00 
125 00 
46 87 
100 00 
9 18 
40 69 


Gilman Dearborn, Samuel P. Treadwell, John Smith, Thomas 


D. Bailey, Samuel Green, Francis Marden, Andrew 


Lowd, assessors of taxes 
William Bodge, Levi Moses, overseers of the poor 
Joseph C. Walker, city messenger 


175 00 
100 00 


300 00 
2046 74 
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Fire Department. 
Appropriated $2730, July 9, 1854. 
y PEN 


." 


oy 
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Rufas K. Oxford, sperm oil, candles, ete. -_ 
C. H. Sides & Co., horse, hauling engines sundry times 1350 
Nelson N. Downing, services as steward, engine No. 4 12.00 
Stephen L. Marston, cleaning engine, hose, ete. 16 74 
Cyrus Plumer, services as steward, engine No. 3 5 00 
Henry Lowd, ringing south bell for fires sundry times 3 00 
M. Bufford, painting hose carriage, signs ete. 21 00 
William B. Lowd, bottle of ink » 25 
Daniel H. Willey, cleaning engine, hose, etc. 16 00 
Robert Shillaber, services as messenger 12 00 
William P. Gookin, wood and hauling 2 93 
John W. Durgin, labor 3 25 
Joshua C. Gray, cleaning engine and hose 9 03 
John Shannon, jun., watching at fire 1 25 
Engine Company No. 4, extra services 14 00 
Amos Trott, repairs on engine house No. 6 62 
Swasey & Rowell, painting siga 5 00 
John Trundy, services as chief engineer 18 36 
Jackson & Co., freight of lot of hose from Boston 3 00 
Hunneman & Co., leading hose and couplings 813 75 
Andrew Anderson, making sign 2 50 
Andrew Lowd, covering trumpets 1 00 

_ John R. Oxford, job on reservoir 50 
William Tucker, expenses to Boston and carpenter’s work 15 32 
Barker, Adams & Co., lumber and hauling 31 37 
Martin P. Paul, ringing bell at fires 300 — 
Wm, Fernald, jr. & Son, refreshments for engine companies Nos... . _», 

1 and 4, etc. 14 00 

Stephen Tarlton, watching at fire ‘1°25 
Boston water works, hydrant and wrench 1613 
John N. Nutter, hauling engine, : 1005.9 
Joseph B. Yeaton, labor 8 
Geo. E. Barsantee, labor 120 
Chas. E. Main, labor 205° 
Henry A. Maloon, labor 100 © 
Wm. C, Hatch, carriage work \ 6792... 
Dan’! L. Randell, hauling engine, "125 — 
Jenkins & Goodrich, plank and post gp yy 4 
William Shapley, blacksmith work » 1050 | 
Solomon Seymour, cleaning engine, hose, &c. (9 25 
James Larrabee, repairing hose, &c. 53 56 
E. A. Stevens, sheet iron, &c. » 1,55, 
A. Q. Wendell, padlocks, nails, &c. | 409 
M. J. & W. A. Vaughan, paint and labor 936 


“@ 


at 
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John Dame, blacksmith work 

A.J, Beck, carriage for engine, &c\ 

Harry Bright, hauling engine, Xc. 

Joseph B. Chase, n. Mel oil, candles, &c. 

E. F. Sise & Co. lanterns 

Gookin & Chase, wood, coal, &c, 

Dan’! H. Spinney, wood 

Thatcher Emery, crackers, cheese, &c, 

G. N, Carleton, cauldron kettle, stove, stovepipe, Sc. 
John H. Hoit, labor 

Sarah Ball, rent of barn, Warren street 

R. H. Waldron, services as steward, engine No. 6 
Tilton & Blaisdell, oil 

John Harratt, sperm oil 


Ivah N. Rugg, ringing bell for fires 


Geo. J. Smart, cleaning engine and hose 

Ira Brown, watching at fire 

Oliver Dennett, watching at fire 

Francis W. Ham, paid for cleaning engine and hose, etc 


) Stephen L. Marston, cleaning engine No. 2 


John Norton, jr. making signs, curbs for pumps, etc 
Thos. J. Whittem, certificates of engine membership, etc 
Akerman & Scriggins, glass and setting 

James F.. Shores, jr. record book 

Robert Roberts, hauling engine 

Oliver Ayres, setting hydrant, repairing pumps, etc 
Andrew D. Gerrish, making and fitting valves, ete 
Charles A. Shannon, labor on hose, ete 


Thomas Brackett, hauling engine, etc 


' Alphonzo L. Rand, labor 


Sam’! A. Trefethern, mason’s work 


“Samuel Donnell, oil, fluid, ete 


J.G. Hadley, use of horse 

Henry Lowd, ringing bell at fires 

Timo. Tucker, job on engine 

Nath’! Manson, hauling gravel and stone, etc 
Robert Shillaber, service as messenger 

Alfred Emery, blacksmith work 

Wm. Bachelder, ringing bell at fires 

Wm. A. Gove, cleaning and taking care of engine 
Jos. H. Thacher, sponge 

Conn & Andrews, wood 

Bennett & Treadwell, oil, lanterns, etc 

Augustus Jenkins, services as clerk of board of engineers 
Sam’! Cleaves & Co. tallow 

Andrew Anderson, labor on engine house 


~ William Simes & Co. sperm oil 


9 92 
17 39 


_ 3 50 


24 08 
4 00 
11.32 
11 26 
6 49 
37 01 
3 00 


25 00 


10 42 
70 

1 65 

4 00 

14 70 
1 00 

1 00 

11.37 
13 25 
37 65 
10 00 
37 

8 25 
1 00 

13 25 
7 62 


~ 400 
» ‘2-25 


5 00 
42 30 
5 58 
3 50 
5 00 
50 

2 76 
12 88 
1 00 
6 00 
13 00 
1 00 
3 75 
7 00 
5 16 
1 75 
36 00 
173 
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A. Q. Wendell, nails, tacks, ete. 6 92 
Swazey & Rowell, painting fire-buekets 6 00 
Samuel Rowell, services as clerk of board of engineers 19 84 
Marcellus Bufford, services as chief engineer 81 64 
Engine Company No. 1, for services 280 00 
do No. 2, do 280 00 
do No. 3, do 203 00 
do No. 4, do ; 350 00 
do No. 5, do 280 00 = 
do No. 6, do 280 00 
Hook and Ladder Co. do 210 00 
Hose Co., do 42 00 
Assistant Engineers, do ~  §6 00 
3758 00 


City Debt. 


Paid city script, No. 1, 2000 00 
Paid in part for over draft at Rockingham Bank 1675 76 


3675 76 


Collector’s Commissions. 
Robert Lefavour, commission on $22,45 collected from list of 


taxes for 1849, at 2 per cent. 45 
Ditto on $29,52, collected from list of taxes for 1851, at lperet. 30 
Ditto on $259,54 do do 1852, do 2 59 
Ditto on $927,41 do do 1853, do 927 
Ditto on $41,796 90 do do 1854, do 417 97. 
——— 430 58 


$46,996 17 
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Recapitulation of Expenditures. 


State tax 3370 50 
County tax 5602 09 
Teachers’ institute 216 67 
Expenses prior to 1854 175 90 
Celebration of Independence 73 00 
Side Walks 350 92 
Reservoir in Austin street 1108 42 
Support of the poor 2700 00 
Enlarging Cotton’s burying ground 24 41 
Repairs and rent of school houses 918 55 
Contingent 2166 57 
Court house 400 44 
North Clock 593 28 
Health committee 208 26 
Streets 2322 52 
Roads > 498 38 
Gas lights for city streets 495 28 
Assistant marshals and police 286 88 
_ Printing 309 73 
Schools 10782 91 
Interest 2621 63 
City Watch 1858 75 
Salaries of city officers 2046 74 
Fire department 3758 00 
City debt 3675 76 
Collector’s commissions 430 58 
46996 17 
Receipts, 

Received for licenses 187 00 
do rent of stalls in brick market 81 10 
do do in spring market 206 63 
do _ do chambers over spring market 6 07 
do of U.S. for rent of court house 800 00 
do 29 shares sold in Piscataqua bridge 105 56 
do expense in part of side walk Daniel street 17 00 
‘ —— 903 86 
do interest on deposits at Rock’m Bank 267 39 

less for interest on over draft 64 04 
203 35 
do distribution of literary fund 437 91 
C 641 26 
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HORTON D. WALKER,’ Mayor. 


AUGUSTUS JENKINS, 
JAMES AYERS, 
CHARLES J. COLCORD, 
WILLIAM TUCKER, 
JONA. DEARBORN, 
GIDEON H. RUNDLETT, 
ISAAC F. NELSON, 


do list of taxes for the year 1854 47357 41 
do less abatement to Robert Lefavour, collector 470 73 
46886 68 
do additional list of taxes 47 83 
46934 51 
do balance of last year’s account 3018 35 
less abatements to Robert Lefavour 1851, 21 57 
do do 1852, 24 26 
do do 18538, 74 99 
——— 120 82 
2897 53 
Receipts 51,376 66 
Expenditures 46,996 17 
Balance 4,380 49 
4 
Which balance is as follows : 
Ontstanding notes 83 89 
Balance of O. W. Penhallow’s account for 1846 26 13 
do H. F. Wendell’s for 1847 18 28 
do H. F. Wendell’s for 1848 34°75 
do Robert Lefavour for 1849 ° 67 03 
do Eben Haines for 1850 63 00 
do Robert Lefavour for 1851 53 26 
do Robert Lefavour for 1852 170 87 
do Robert Lefavour for 1853 706 04 
do . Robert Lefavour for 1854 2780 40 
Real estate bid in for taxes unredeemed 51 91 
Balance due in execution, city vs. P. J. Goodrich & others 14 37 
United States for rent of court house 300 00 
Due for lumber sold, purchased for celebration of inde- 
pendence 10 56 
4380 49 


Portsmouth, March 24, 1855. Aldermen of the City. 
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Statement of the City Debt, March, 1855. 


34 city bonds dated May 27, 1852, payable in 1872, at 5 per 

cent., semi-annual interest 33,700 00 
1 city note (1000) at 6 per cent. 1,000 00 
1 city note due to legacies from H. A. Haven and Mary Clark, 6 perct. 950 00 
8 city notes due to sundry persons, borrowed in 1850, at 6 per ct. 4,350 00 
4 bonds due to sundry persons, payable in 1856-7-8-9, at 6 per ct. 6,000 00 


1 bond payable in 1862 at 5 1-2 per cent. 1,500 00 
4 bonds payable in 1859 at 5 per cent. 2,000 00 | 
49,500 00 
Interest payable on the above to March 1855 150 00 
49,650 00 
Balance due to the city watch March 31, 1855, and sundry bills 
unpaid 750 00 
Balance due on over draft on Rockingham bank March 1854 458 94 
50,858 94 


Amount of Assets due the City. 


Due to overseers’ department 350 00 

Outstanding notes 85 89 

Balance of O. W. Penhallow’s account, 1846 26 13 

H. F. Wendell’s, 1847 18 28 

“H. F. Wendell’s, 1848 34 75 

Robert Lefavour’s, 1849 67 03 

Eben. Haines’s, 1850 63 00 

Robert Lefavour’s, 1851 53 26 

Robert Lefavour’s, 1852 170 87 

Robert Lefavour’s, 1853 706 04 

Robert Lefavour’s, 1854 2780 40 

Real estate for taxes unredeemed 51 91 

Balance due on execution vs. P. J. Goodrich and others 14 37 

Due for umber sold 10 56 

United States for rent of court house 300 00 
} 4,730 49 
$46,128 45 

Balance of debt, March 1854 50,729 35 

Balance of debt, March 1855 46,128 45 


——— 


Decrease of debt 4,600 90 
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Estimated Amount of Taxes to be raised for the year 


1855. 

For State tax 3370 50 
County tax 5602 09 
Interest on city debt 2600 00 
Support of the poor 3100 00 
Farming utensils and manure 150 00 

3250 00 
Roads out of the compact part of the city : 800 00 
Streets and common sewers 3000 00 
3800 00 
Schools 10500 00 
Less for literary fund estimated to be received, which is 
also to be appropriated for schools 400 00 
— — 10100 00 
_ African school 145 00 
Evening school 100 00 
245 00 
City watch 2000 00 
Health committee 350 00 
Fire department, viz., 
Reservoir e 90000 
Contingent 350 00 
Salaries of engineers and pay of firemen 1950 00 
3200 00 
Contingent expenses including abatement to those who 
pay their taxes so as to entitle them to’a discount here- 
tofore voted by the city, rent of city offices, city clocks, 
etc., after deducting railroad tax 2200 00 
Assistant marshals, constables and police, including all 
charges to the city 350 00 
Repairs and rent of school houses — 900 00 
Printing 300 00 
Celebration of independence 100 00 
Side walks 400 00° 
Teachers’ Institute required by law of 1851 216 00 
Gas light for the city streets - 500 00 
City officers not otherwise provided for 2650 00 
Collector’s commissions 400 00 


$42,533 59 


—— 


ANNUAL REPORTS 
OF 


SUPERINTENDENT OF CITY ALMS-HOUSE, 


CITY MARSHAL, 


CHIEF ENGINEER OF FIRE DEPARTMENT, 


AND OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEES 


OF THE 


4 


City of Portsmouth, 


THE YEAR ENDING MARCH, 


18955. 
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REPORTS OF CITY OFFIC ERS. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDENT OF THE CITY ALMS HOUSE. 


To his Honor the Mayor and the City Council : 

GENTLEMEN The Superintendent of the Alms House 
respectfully begs leave to report that the number of admis- 
sions to the House, including those who were present at the 
commencement of the year, is 210. 


Number of deaths during tie yest is 8 
Number of insane “ 15 
Present number of insane 13 
Number of idiots during the year is 6 
Present number of idiots 5) 
Average number of inmates during the yeer 84 
Present number of inmates 95 


Of whom 3 are over 90 years, 3 between 80 and 90, 12 be- 
tween 70 and 80,6 between 60 and 70, 16 between 50 and 
60, 11 between 40 and 50,17 between 30 and 40, 10 betmeeh 
20 and 30, and 17 under 14 years of age. 

The whole number of convicts committed to the House of 
Correction during the year is 10, 7 of which paid cost of pros- 
ecution, one deserted and two discharged by order of the 
Mayor and Aldermen. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

DANIEL P. SCOTT, Superintendent. 

March 26, 1855. , 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


CITY MARSHAL 


To his Honor the Mayor and the City Council: 

GENTLEMEN,—In compliance with the City Ordinance I 
beg leave to present the following report : 

The whole number of arrests made by the Police, from 
June 13, 1854, to March 22, 1855, is 220, for the following 
causes: 

Drunkenness 145, Vagrancy 15, Brawl and Tumult 10, 
Disorderly Conduct 8, Insane 1, Lodgings 18, Assault and 
Battery 11, Firing India Crackers 2, Stealing 6, Night Walk- 
ers 4. Of the above-named persons, 25 were not committed. 
Of the 220 persons arrested, 206 were male and 14 female, 
from different nations, (as near as could be ascertained,) 


as follows, viz.: Americans 125, Irish 82, Scotch 6, Nova 
Scotia 2, English 2, colored 2. 


The cause of the arrest of 170 of the above-named may 
be attributted to Intemperance. ‘There are many vices prac- 
ticed in this community among the Irish, sucéh as drunk- 
enness and gambling in their houses. There is also gam- 
bling carried on extensively by a class of boys between the 
ages of 12 and 20, in old buildings and on the Sabbath in 
the fields. O 

There is drunkenness to an alarming extent among boys," 
and many other vices for the suppression of which the Po- 
lice need the co-operation of parents and guardians. | 

The influence brought to bear against the Police has hin- 
dered the suppression of much vice and crime. | We hope, 
however, that a better influence will be brought to bear on™» 
the board which succeeds us. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

OLIVER HANSCOM, te. Marshal. 

Portsmouth, March 22, 1855. * ion 


REPORT 
OF THE 


CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


To the Mayor and City Council : 


Genttemen—In conformity with the requirements of the 
Statute, and a City Ordinance, I present a report of the op- 
erations and expenses of the Fire Department for the past 
year; and of its condition at the present time. 

The Department has been called out nine times during 
the past year, as follows: 


Aug. 19, 18545 roof of John Trundy’s shop, Bow street, 
partially burned. 


Aug. 24; roof of engine-house at E. R. R. station, slightly 
damaged. 


Aug. 31; fire in the woods near Sagamore creek. 
Dec. 2; slight damage in house in Macdonough street. 


Dec. 6; house belonging to 8. Green in Jackson street, 
partly burned. | 


Dec. 11; Johnson & Handy’s rope walk, nearly destroyed. 

Dec. 15; W. Sheafe’s house, 65 State street, somewhat 
injured. 

Feb. 22, 1855; false alarm. | ' 

March 10; fire in Kittery. 


The expenses of the Department for the year have been : 


Pay of engineers and firemen 2106 00 
Introducing apparatus into engine house No. 5, and repairs 

of engine houses ‘ 172 92 
Repairs of pumps, wells, ete. 57.15 
Printing and Stationery 13 50 
Ringing bells “15 00 
Repairs of machinery and contingent 392 97 


2757 54 
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Below is an inventory and estimate of value of the prop- 
ty belonging to the Department: 


Engine No. 1,—Pleasant street 700 00 


[Attached are 4 buckets, 24 feet suction hose, 2 long pipes, 
1 blunderbuss pipe, 1 nozzle, 2 axes, 1 signal lantern. ] 


12 spanners at 25c 3 00 
7 belts at 25c 1 75 
1 globe lantern $1, 1 torch $2 3 00 
1 cutter $1,50 1 wheel jack $2,50 4 00° 
- whiffletree and traces 1 00 
2 oil cans at 3s 1 feeder 3s 1 50 
1 wrench.1,50 1 shovel 50c 2 00 
7 straps 50c_ stove and pipe 2,50 3 00 
hose carriage 50 00 
250 feet hose 200 00 
200 feet hose 40 00 
40 members. 1009 25 
Engine No. 2,—Court street 700 00 
[Attached are 4 buckets, 24 feet suction hose, 2 long pipes, 
1 blunderbuss pipe, 2 nozzles, 2 axes, 1 signal lantern.] 
13 spanners at 1s6 7 belts at 25c 5 00 
2 globe lanterns at 1,00 1 torch 2,00 4 00 
2 crowbars at 1,00 1 wheel jack 2,50 4 50 
water-pot, 75c shovel 50c 1 wrench 1,50 2°73 
whiffletree and traces 1 00 
2 oil cans 50c 1 feeder 25c 75 
6 straps 50c 1 short pipe 1,00 1 50 
stove and pipe 8 00 
hose carriage 50 00 
200 feet hose 160 00 
100 feet hose _ 25 00 
40 members. : 962 50 
Engine No. 3,—Court street 200 00 
[Attached are 4 buckets, 24 feet suction hose, 2 long pipes.] 
2 spanners at 25c 2 buckets at 25c 2 50 
whiffletree and traces 1,00 1 torch 2,00 8 00 
1lantern 50c oilcan 1,50 feeder 25c 2 25 
stove and pipe 3 00 
hose carriage 5 00 
200 feet hose 160.00 | 
29 members. 375 75 
Engine No. 4,—Elm street 750 00 


[Attached are 4 buckets, 24 feet suction hose, 2 long pipes, 
2 blunderbuss pipes, 2 nozzles, 1 signal lantern, 2 axes.] 


12 spanners at 25c 7 belts at 25c 4 75 
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1 globe lantern 1,00 2 torches at 1,00 3 00 

1 crowbar 1,00 1 wrench 1,50 1 hammer 25c 2 75 
wheel jack 2,50 water-pot 1,00 shovel 50c 4 00. 

2 oil cans 50c, 1 feeder 25c 75 

stove and pipe 4 00 

hose carriage 60 00 

350 feet hose 87 50 

50 members. 916 75 
Engine No, 5,—State street 500 00 


[ Attached are 24 feet suction hose, 2 long pipes, 1 blunder- 
buss pipe, 2 axes. ] 


7 spanners at 25c 4 belts at 25c 4 straps 50c 3 25 

1 frame lantern 50c 1 globe do. 1,00 1 torch 1,00 2 50 

1 cutter 1,50. 2oilcans1,00 1 feeder 25c 275 

whiffletree and traces 1 00 

stove and pipe 2 00 

hose carriage 50 00 

200 feet hose 160 00 

150 feet hose 30 00 
40 members 750 50 

Engine No. 6,—State street 700 00 


fAttached are 4 buckets, 24 feet suction hose, 2 long pipes, 
1 blunderbuss pipe, 2 axes, 1 signal lantern.] 


9 spanners at 1s6 8 belts at 186 4 25 

3 globe lanterns at 50c 1 toreh 2,00 3 50 
whiffletree and traces 1,00 1 cutter.1,50 2 50 
wheel jack 2,50 shovel 50c hoe 25c water-pot 50¢ 3 75 
stove and pipe 2 00 
hose carriage 60 00 
200 feet hose 160 00 
200 feet hose 50 00 

40 members, 986 00 
Hose carriage No. 7,—Warren street 30 00 
150 feet hose 120 00, 
600 feet hose 120 00 
3 spanners at 25c 75 
6 members. — 270 75 
Hook and ladder carriage,—State street 10 00 
12 ladders, measuring 32, 30, 28, 26, 22, 21, 20, 18, 16, 

15, 14 and 12 feet: 254 feet at 12c 30 48 

8 axes at 25c 2 00 

2 large hooks, chains and ropes 5 00 
12 hooks and poles at 1,00 12 00 
2 poles to raise ladders 1 00 

2 hooks with chains 4 00 


30 members. —— 64 48 
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The above mentioned apparatus is in good condition. 


9 engineers badges and trumpets at 2,00 18 00 
record books 3,00 blanks 2,00 5 00 


There is also a record book and trumpet in possession of 
A. Jenkins, Esq.; and a badge and trumpet in possession of. 
H. Whittemore, Esq. | 

There is a large quantity of old hose, and other stuff, of 
no use to the city, stored in Mrs. Ball’s barn; also a lot of 
trash in the attic of the ward room in Elm street, and in the 
engine house in Court street; all of which ought to be sold. 


Reservotr on Market square cost 750 00 
do in School street do 675 08 
do in Pleasant street do 1144 70 
do in Austin street do 1108 42 


Hydrant corner of Vaughan and Congress streets. 


Fire Plugs in the aqueduct near Nos. 26, 28, 35 and 55 
Islington street ; 23 Deer street; 5 Dennett street; in Church 
street near 80 State street; near 1 Washington street; 50 
Congress street; 3 and 8 Middle street. 


Public wells are situated as follows: 1 in Austin street, 1 
corner of Islington and Summer streets, 2 in Warren street, 
1 in High street, 1 in Daniel street, 1 in rear of Market, 1 in 
Sheafe street, 1 in State street, 1 in Court street, 1 on Meet- 
ing house hill, 1 in Hanover street, 1 in Green street, 1 in 
Dennett street, all of inestimable value. 


The 5th section of the “ Ordinance relating to the Fire 
Department,” makes it the duty of the stewards of the several 
fire companies to clean their respective engines and hose, — 
and keep them in order; and also provides that the city 
council shall fix the stewards compensation. ‘The city coun-’ 
cil have not attended to this duty, aud much trouble has been 
caused by the omission. I recommend, éither that said 
compensation should be fixed, so that no extra pay shall be 
allowed for such duty; or else that the entire charge of the 
apparatus should be given to the chief engineer. The last 
mentioned plan, | have no doubt would be the most. econ- 
omical for the city; under the present system, many bills are 
contracted over which the chief engineer has no control; 
while in some cases the work is not so well or cheaply done 
as it would be were it under the charge of one man. 
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I would respectfully recommend to the city council, to 
build a reservoir near the junction of Court and Middle 
streets. 


I also recommend that some suitable plan be provided for 
the hook and ladder carriage and for hose carriage No. 7. 
The hook and ladder carriage is now in the engine house in 
State street; the whole of that building is not too large for 
engine No. 6; but the portion occupied by that machine is 
too small for convenience. Hose carriage No. 7 I have 
caused .to be removed from the engine house in Pleasant 
_. street to the barn in Warren street occupied by the city; this 
removal gives needed space to engine No. 1, and puts the 
hose carriage in a more central position. 


The hook and ladder carriage is a very rude and clumsy 
contrivance, and should give place to another which would 
be more easily handled, and more creditable to the city. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
MARCELLUS BUFFORD, Chief Engineer. 


Portsmouth, March 16th, 1855. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


HIGH SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


To the Mayor and Board of Aldermen : 


GenTLEMEN—The High School Committee respectfully 
present the following report of the condition of the schools 
under their charge for the year 1854-6. ) 

The Girls’ High School has been throughout the year un- 
der the principal charge of Mr. Nichols, assisted until the 
commencement of the fall session by Miss Mary L. Hans- 
com. At that time the great increase in the number of pu- 
pils rendered it absolutely necessary that another assistant 
should be procured. After a careful inquiry into the merits 
of the various candidates for this post, the Committee unani- 
mously selected Miss Susan B. Gray, who has fully met 
their expectations. Miss Gray’s salary is $100 a year.— 
With this corps of able instructors, the school has maintained 
in a very satisfactory manner the high rank it has held for so 
many years. ‘The order of the school has generally been 
very good, the Committee not having been called upon dur- 
ing the year to assist the teachers in enforcing the rules. In 
a few minor matters of discipline the school has made a very 
decided improvement within the last three months. The 
undersigned are happy to say that the young ladies take pride 
in the reputation of the school, and in many ways endeavor 
to second the exertions of their teachers and of the Commit- 
tee. There seems to be a growing interest in this school, 
both on the part of parents and citizens at large. At the last 
examination every vacant seat was filled with attentive spec- 
tators, who appeared much gratified at the successful manner 
in which the pupils passed through the searching examina- 
tion to which they were subjected. | 

In May last the Committee raised Mr. Nichols’s salary 
from $800 to $900 a year, and in September a further in- 
crease of $100 was made, to take effect from the first of that 
month. The undersigned felt that they would be justified in 
making this addition to Mr. Nichols’s salary, as, unless it 
was raised to $1,000, his services would be lost to the city. 
Even this last-named sum is less than is paid to the princi- 
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pals of schools of equal rank in other places of the size and 
wealth of ours. Miss Hanscom’s salary was also raised in 
September from $250 to $275 a year. The whole number 
of scholars attending this school during the year was 142; av- 
erage daily attendance 86; number admitted in September 
1854 and since, 44. 

The Boys’ High School has been under the charge of Mr. 
A. M. Payson, assisted by Miss C. A. Henderson until the 
Ist of June. At that time the number of pupils having very 
much diminished, the employment of an assistant during 
the remainder of the term was rendered entirely unnecessary, 
consequently Miss Henderson’s connection with the school 
was dissolved. In September, owing to the great addition 
then made to the school, it was necessary again to have an 
assistant teacher, and the Committee were so fortunate as to 
secure the services of Mrs, Olive F’. Hill, who had had some 
experience in teaching. Mrs. Hill’s salary is $300 a year— 
At the examination of this school on the 26th of February 
last, the boys gave evidence of the great care that had been 
bestowed upon them by their teachers. The studies, as far 
as they had been prosecuted, were thoroughly understood.— 
It is true that there are no pupils now in the school who are 
as far advanced as,some who left it two years ago; but in a 
school of this kind, where the scholars are continually chang- 
ing, for three or four years perhaps, some advanced branches 
of study, as the languages and higher mathematics, will not 
be attended to by any one in the school. Notwithstanding 
the seeming: falling off in the standard of scholarship, the 
Committee are convinced that it is only in appearance, and 
that the pupils now in the school are as well grounded in the 
branches they pursue as boys of their age have ever been 
since the High School was established. 

The good order and discipline of this school will serve as 
a model for any school in the State of New-Hampshire. 
As instances of this thorough order are the facts, that from 
the 2d to the 26th day of February, the last month of the 
term, not one boy was observed to whisper without permis- 
sion; butabout ten communicated by signs, and not one was 
punished. These facts are believed to be unprecedented 
in any school in this country. 

This gratifying result has been brought about by untiring 
exertions on the part of Mr. Payson, heartily seconded by 
Mrs. Hill, and in every particular sanctioned and approved 
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by the Committee. A gentleman whose acquaintance with 
schools of every description is probably greater than that of 
any one else in this city, said at the examination, that he had 
never seen this school in so good a condition, nor did he 
know of any school superior fo it The undersigned must 
congratulate the city on its good fortune in having two such 
teachers as Mr. Payson and Mrs. Hill as instructors in the 
High School for Boys. The whole number of scholars 
attending this school during the year was 84; average daily 
attendance 62. At the annual examination of candidates 
for admission in September last, 37 were added to the school, 
and have since been admitted. 

The African School is still taught by Miss Clark, an has 
not diminished her interest in her. labors, although ‘the num- 
ber on whom they have been bestowed is small. ‘The num- 
ber now in regular attendance on this school is only two, 
the expense of whose tuition is about $80 each a year. 
Cannot some less expensive means of instruction be found 
for these children ? 

The experience of the past year has led the Committee to 
the opinion that higher pre-requisites for admission to) our 
High Schoois should be adopted, both as regards age and 
studies, than there are at present. ‘The children enter at too 
early an age (eleven) to derive the benefit they ought from 
these schools. The standard of the schools is lowered to 
meet their capacities for study, and many branches, such as 
History of the United States, Geography, and some portions 
of Arithmetic are taught in them, which should be required 
to be taught in the district schools. Besides, should the 
number of pupils be such as to require a strict conformity to 
the rule which allows but a three years’ course, many chil- 
dren, under the present system, will be obliged to leave 
school at as early an age as 14 years; an age when the ca- 
pacity for acquiring knowledge is just beginning to develop 
itself. Coinplaints are frequently made of the amount of 
of recitations required from the children. ‘Should’ the 
following recommendations be adopted, it will be found 
that those of moderate capacity even, would be able to keep 
up with their classes in the studies required of them. 

The Committee recommend that the regulations of the 
High Schools be changed, so far as to require candidates for 
admission to be of the age of 12 years; to be thoroughly 


versed in Geography, the History of the United States, and ° 
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in Arithmetic as far as the extraction of the Cube Root; and 
that these alterations go into effect at the examination of 1856. 

It seems to be a work of supererogation for this Committee 
to call the attention of the City government to the miserable 
rooms now occupied by the High Schools. Every citizen 
must be aware of their condition and situation, and every 
one should feel that until better accommodations are provid- 
ed for these schools, much of their value will be lost. The 
rooms are too small, too dark, too damp, too hot in summer, 
and too cold in winter. They are not constructed as they 
should be, for the purposes for which they are used, nor can 
they be arranged in any better manner than at present. The 
African School is kept in a room unfit for any human being, 
where the sun is excluded throughout nearly the entire day, 
and where the water has entrance both through the roof and 
the door. A proper regard for the comfort of so many chil- 
dren and for the respectability of the city, demands that new 
accommodations for these schools should be immediately 
provided in some central part of the city, where there will be 
a plenty of room, light and air; and built too in such a man- 
ner as to embrace all the modern improvements in school 
houses, and to allow such additions or enlargements as the 
future increase of the city will require. 


Respectfully submitted. 


SAMUEL STORER, 
J. M. TREDICK, 
A. Q. WENDELL, 


Portsmouth, March 28, 1855. High School Committee. 
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REPORT 


OF THE : 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE FOR DISTRICT NO. 1. 


To the Hon. Mayor and Board of Aldermen: 


GentLemeN—The School Committee for District No.1, 
in the city of Portsmouth, would respectfully, offer the follow- 
ing report :— deh 

There are in this District eight schools. Five are taught 
by females ; two by males; and one, the Woodbury school 
at Gravelly Ridge, during the summer term was under the 
care of Miss Annette A. Webster, and the present winter 
term has been taught by Mr. Edwin N. Mathes, under whose 
management the school has made good progress. ‘The com- 
mittee are decidedly of opinion that the school should.be 
continued throughout the year, as are the other schools in 
the District, and that a competent male teacher should be 
employed.. The expense of maintaining such a school will 
not be much. greater than heretofore, while great benefits 
would be derived from the plan—and the committee would 
recommend that it be adopted. 

At the Franklin School house, Christian Shore, the Gram- 
mar School for boys was under the charge-of Mr. Sylvester 
Dixon until the close of January last, when he resigned his 
charge. Mr. J. Sullivan Rand, who has taught for several 
terms in the Third District, was appointed to take charge of 
the school.. Mr. Rand has not had sufficient time to make 
much progress in the instruction of his pupils, but from what 
we have learned of his capacities as a teacher, we look. for- 
ward to a good result for the coming year. From causes 
stated by the committee of last year, the scholars have not 
made much improvement. 

The Grammar School for Misses in the Franklin School 
house, is still under the charge of Miss Amelia M. White, 
The committee regret that the hope expressed by their prede- 
cessors in office has not been realized.. The school has not 
increased in numbers, and there lias not been that improve- 
ment visible which they were ied to expect from its being 
under the charge of one so well qualified to teach as is Miss 
White. 
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The Infant School kept by Miss Abby 8. Patten, in the 
same building, is full, and the result of her labors has given 
entire satisfaction to the committee. 

The Infant School in High street is still under the care of 
Mrs. Lusena B. Mullen, whose instructions have been attend- 
ed with their usual success. 

The Intermediate School, under the charge of Miss Anna 
M. Manson, in the Bartlett School house, is in a very flour- 
ishing condition. The good order and discipline in this 
school merit the commendation of the committee. 

The Grammar School for Misses, under the charge of Miss 
Caroline A. Mason, in Hanover street, continues to deserve 
all the praise that it received from the committee of last year. 
This has long been a favorite school, and the committee feel 
‘favored in having such a school under their charge. 

‘The Grammar Sckool for boys, in the Bartlett School 
“house, is still under the instruction of Mr. John P. Payson, 

whose fidelity and zeal as a teacher, have made this school 
one of the best in the city. His unwearied exertions in be- 
half of his scholars has crowned his labors with entire success. 
' The committee much approve the alteration made in the 
‘Bartlett School house last year, and would recommend that a 
similar alteration be made in the Franklin School house. 
They also'recommend that the out buildings at this school 
house be removed to a greater distance from the main build- 
ing. 
ul " he financial and statistical reports are herewith submitted. 


J. M. TREDICK, 
NATH’L K. RAYNES, 
LEONARD MANSON, 
SAMUEL GRAY, 
SAMUEL ROWE, 


Majority of Committee. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE FOR DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Zo the Mayor and Board of Aldermen : 


GENTLEMEN,—The School Committee for District No. 2 
herewith submit the following report of the condition of the 
Schools, for the year 1854-5: 

The Grammar School for Boys has continued under the 
charge of Mr. T. G. Senter, and its condition is generally 
satisfactory to the Committee. A large proportion of the ad- 
vanced pupils having left during the last year, causes this 
school to appear to a casual observer to less. advantage than 
heretofore: but the Committee are satisfied that the children 
now in attendance have progressed as far in their studies as 
is usual at their age. 

In July last, Miss A. M. Staples, who had been connected 
with this school as Assistant Teacher for about two years, 
resigned her situation, much to the regret of the Committee. 
At the commencement of the new term, Miss Sarah A. 
Whittem, formerly an Assistant in the Haven School, was 
appointed to the vacancy caused by Miss Staples’s resigna- 
tion. Miss Whittem’s long experience in teaching eminently 
fits her for the post which she now holds. At the commence- 
ment of our term of office, Mr. Senter made application for 
an increase of salary. The Committee, taking into consider- 
ation his long and valuable services in the cause of educa- 
tion and the increased cost of living, added fifty dollars a 
year to the amount heretofore received by him, making his 
present salary seven hundred dollars a year. It is desirable 
that more particular attention should be given to spelling in 
this schoel. 

The whole number of pupils entered on the books of this 
school during the past year was 116; average number 
recorded at any one time, 70; average daily attendance 57. 
In August last 22 boys were transferred to the High School, 
reducing the number of pupils in this school much below 
that of former years. 

The Grammar School for Girls, of which Miss H. L. Hill 
continues to be the Teacher, presents a most gratifying ap- 
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pearance, and fully sustains the high reputation which it has 
heretofore enjoyed. No exertion seems to have been spared 
on the part of the teacher in causing every branch of study 
prosecuted in this school to be understood by the pupils.— 
The undersigned were particularly pleased with the recita- 
tions in arithmetic and the style of reading. Whole number 
on the books during the year 80; average attendance 55; 
number in attendance at the present time 59. 

The Primary School for Boys is still taught by Mr. John 
Durgin, and maintains the standard it has already acquired. 
Mr. Durgin labors faithfully and efficiently, and exerts a 
wholesome effect as well on the manners as on the intellects of 
his pupils). Whole number connected with the school dur- 
ing the year 100; number at any one time 58; average daily 
attendance 46. 

-The Primary Schoo! for Girls, under the instruction of 
Miss A. E. Mendum, is ina very satisfactiory condition, and 
exhibits great care and attention on the part of the teacher.— 
The Committee derived much pleasure in observing the alac- 
rity with which the children recited, and the evident under- 
standing they possessed of the studies in which they were 
engaged. Whole number registered during the year 102; 
average attendance 60. 

The Infant School, taught by Miss M. M. Ham, is in most 
excellent condition. The teacher’s labors, though arduous, 
are crowned with great success. The children appear happy 
and interested in the exercises of the school. Number who 
attended at any time during the year 140; average daily at- 
tendance 80. 

The Infant School, under charge of Mrs. Townsend, does 
not, in all respects, meet with the approbation of the Com- 
mittee. The exercises are performed in a manner that show 
that but little interest is awakened in the minds of the chil- 
dren. A great defect in this school is tardiness, not only on 
the part of the children but of the teacher, whose example of 
course influences in this respect the habits of the pupils.— 
Whole number of pupils during the year 121; average daily 
attendance 43; number at present registered 53. 

The School at the Plains was taught during the summer 
session by Miss Maria E. Walker, but owing to causes be- 
yond the control of the Committee, little progress was made. 
Mr. Edward A. Rand, a graduate of our Boys’ High School, 
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was appointed the teacher for the winter term. It was fear- 
ed by many whose children attend this school that Mr, Rand’s 
youth and inexperience would prevent his success as a 
teacher, but the result has proved that these fears were ground-... 
less. The undersigned are happy to say, that for order and 
proficiency in studies, this school has never stood higher than, 
itnow does. Great credit must be conceded to Mr, Rand., 
for his devotedness to his studies, .bis firmness in discipline. 
and the high standard to which he has brought. this school. 
The pupils also are to be much.commended for the. manner, 
in which they have seconded the exertions of their teacher. , 
This is in all respects a good school. Whole number of 
scholars 47; average daily attendance 33. 7 
The Committee must again urge upon the)serious atten- 
tion of your honorable body, the imperative necessity of pro- 
viding better and further accommodations for the schools of 
this District than they now possess, Every school, except), 
Mr. Senter’s, is crowded, and no transfers can be made in the... 
girls’ schools, as is usual in the spring, for mere want of room» 
in which to seat the additional numbers. At the Cabot St. 
and Plains’ school houses the children have suffered much 
from the cold during the present winter, owing to the impos-., 
sibility of heating the rooms, and it appears to the Committee 
that those houses are too much dilapidated to be. rendered 
comfortable by repair. Surely a proper regard for the, health... 
and comfort of the children should cause some steps to be 
taken towards remedying so great an evil. ‘The contrast be- 
tween the miserable school houses of this and those of the other 
Districts of the city, both in appearance and ample accom- 
modations, must be apparent to every observer; and as itis 
incumbent,on the city to provide room for all applicants, for.,, 
the benefits of our public schools, it is to be hoped that justice... 
will be done us without unnecessary delay. Tine? 
Should buildings be erected during the coming..summer.; 
for the use of the Male and Iemale High Schools respect-., 
ively, it is the opinion of the undersigned that no better plan... 
could be adopted for the purpose of relieving the wants of, 
this District than to provide accommodations for our two 
Grammar Schools in those buildings—one to be appropri- 
ated to the children of either sex. In this way the rooms.. 
now occupied by our Grammar Schools can be made avail-.. 
able for the other schools of the District, and enable the Com.) 
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mittee to provide for the constantly increasing numbers who 
from year to year desire to enter our public schools. 

The financial and statistical reports for the ¢ current year 
are herewith presented. 


Respectfully submitted. 


SAMUEL STORER, 
ANDREW GARDNER, 
ROBERT O. TREADWELL, 
SAMUEL J. DODGE, 
HORACE WEBSTER, 
JOHN STAVERS, 
MARCELLUS BUFFORD, 


School Commitiee of District No. 2. 
Portemonth, March 12, 1856. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE FOR DISTRICT NO. 3. 


To the Hon. Board of Mayor and Aldermen : 


GENTLEMEN—It becomes our duty as Superintending 
School Committee for District No. 3 to report to you the 
condition of the schools under our charge. 

It is with pleasure that we do so, as we have more of com- 
mendation than otherwise to communicate. ‘The Committee 
were fully sensible of the great responsibility intrusted to them, 
and have, during the year now about to close, met and per- 
formed them with promptness and to the best of their ability. 
We have in this District four schools, the Infant, Primary, 
Grammar and the Lafayette. The first three are contained 
in the Haven school house on South School street, and the 
latter on Lafayette Road about 3 miles from the compact 
part of the city. 

The Infant School is still under the instruction of Miss S- 
KK. Moses and Miss Anna M. Hall. The whole number of 
children in this school at present is 145, average attendance 
during the year 116, transferred to the primary school 17; a 
class of 31 now ready for transfer in April next. The in- 
struction imparted is of a very interesting character, and the 
exercises are performed by the children with a great degree 
of interest and success. Here it is that it may be truly said, 
the young idea is first taught how to shoot; and we believe 
that the teachers of this school feel the magnitude of the 
responsibility resting upon them. 

The Primary School continues in charge of Mrs. Dorothy 
N. Shackford and Miss Adeline Tucker. The whole num- 
ber of scholars now enrolled at this school is 102, average 
attendance 72, transferred to the Grammar School the past 
year 33; a class of 10 now ready for transfer in April next. 
The examination of this school was of such a character as 
to leave no doubt in the minds of the committee as to the 
faithful manner in which these ladies have performed their 
arduous duties the past year. The recitations were active 
and thorough, clearly evincing that patience and perseverance 
had been dealt out with a liberal hand. We think this 
school will rank favorably with any of its grade in the city. 
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On entering upon our duties, we found the Grammar 
School in temporary charge of Rev. Samuel Hoyt, who so 
remained untilthe 3lst of May last. In the mean time, feel- 
ing the great importance of selecting a permanent Principal 
for this school, who would be required to give his undivided 
attention to school teaching; as weilas to secure one, if pos- 
sible, who possessed that peculiar tact of governing a school 
with energy and decision, (elements so essential to the success 
of a teacher,) set about this important duty to that end, and 
after due search and prudent inquiry, accepted the application 
of Mr. John F. Patten, who entered upon his duties on the 
first day of June last. During the time he has had charge, 
there has been no want of industry and interest on his part 
to bring this school to that state of perfect discipline which 
its peculiar arrangement demands. 

Considering the embarrassment into which an apparent 
attempt was made to involve both committee and teacher at 
the commencement of their labor, he has sueceeded beyond 
our expectations, and is indefatigable in his efforts to elevate 
the character of his school; he consequently enjoys in the 
highest degree the confidence of the committee. 

It affords us much pleasure in being able to say, that this 
school continues to be favored with the services of the Misses 
Marshall as assistants. 'The devotedness of these ladies to 
their duties has justly won for them the affection of the pupils 
and the confidence of their parents, and in our estimation 
they stand at the head of their profession. At the com- 
mencement of the year Miss Sarah A. Whittem was also an 
assistant in this school, whose services were required by a 
former committee in consequence of their transferring a class 
from the Primary School to this, whose qualifications were 
not up to that standard which was adopted when our present 
system commenced. ‘The reasons given in their report for so 
doing not existing at present, nor likely to for some time to 
come, it was deemed inexpedient to pursue the practice, we 
consequently felt under the necessity of dispensing with Miss 
Whittem’s services, after the first of August last, for want of 
sufficient employment. Miss Whittem discharged her duties 
faithfully and to our entire satisfaction, and we regretted to 
lose so efficient a teacher, but the circumstances rendered it 
unavoidable. be | 

The annual examination of this school was such as might 
be expected under the charge of skillful teachers, the various 
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classes evincing a thoroughness in all the branches pursued, | 
and’the whole appearance of the school being highly com- 
mendable. ‘The whole number of different scholars attending 
during the year 197, (119 boys, 78 girls); a class of 19 was 
transferred to the High school in August last: whole num- 
ber now enrolled 128, (73 boys, 50 girls) ; average attendance: 
100. 

It was exceedingly gratifying to witness thei increasing in- — 
terest manifested by the parents and friends of the pupils on 
the day of the examination, there being present a larger 
number than on any similar occasion, ‘This is as it should _ 
be. | 

The Lafayette School was taught during the summer term 
by Miss Susan F. Drake to Nov. 10th, with 32 different 
scholars, with an average attendance of 21. Miss Drake 
labored faithfully and was highly successful. The winter 
term was commenced by Mr. John 8. Rand, and continued — 
until February 1st, when a vacancy occurred in the Franklin 
School in this city, and having received a call to fill it, he ~ 
requested the committee to release him from his engagement 
with them. 

The situation being more eligible, and for his interest, we 
freely granted it. More than half of the term having expired 
and viewing it impossible to obtain the services of a male 
teacher without much delay, to fill the vacancy thus caused, 
solicited Miss Drake (feeling an entire confidence in her’ 
ability,) to resume her labors for the remainder of the winter 
term. Miss Drake accepted the trust and will continue in 
charge until the 10th of April next. As it is the first time 
that a female teacher was ever called to take charge of this 
school for a winter term, we deemed it peculiarly fortunate 
to be able to obtain her services, and to us it is satisfactory 
proof that a well educated lady with some experience in 
teaching, is competent to teach this school in winter, although 
composed of some large boys and girls. For order, correct- 
ness of recitations, eieatlanie in reading and writing, no 
school in the district excels this, and we wvouiitt call the atten- 
tion of the people in that part of the district where this school 
is located, to the importance of consenting to the appoint- ° 
ment of a female teacher, who may be found amply qualified’ 
to take charge of this school the year round, rather than to” 
be subjected to the changes now practiced. A frequent change 
of teachers must be clearly seen to be detrimental to the pro- ” 
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egress of any school. Many evils arising therefrom might be 
mentioned, but our limits will not alow it. The number of 
different scholars attending this school the past winter 40, 
average attendance 23. In closing we regret to say, that not- 
withstanding the repeated remonstrances of committees, 
great irregularity in attendanee’still exists, as will appear by 
the table annexed. Some of it we are aware, proceeds from 
unavoidable causes, but much evidently, from inattention and 
inefficiency on the part of parents, who have often been 
earnestly appealed to by teachers, committees and friends, 
and who might remedy the great evil arising therefrom if 
they chose. In other respects the schools in this district 
should be regarded with pride. We think the progzess has 
been as great as that of. any previous year, and wide fos- 
tering care of our suceéssors, and the faithful cooperation of 
parents, we hope to see them attain a still higher degree of 
excellence. 

The exigencies of the timesseem to compel our female 
teachers to solicit ansincrease of salaries. Deeming it an act 
of justice to them, we made such an addition as our limited 
means seemed to warrant, trusting that the day is not. far 
distant when the services of this useful portion of community 
will be more highly appreciated and better rewarded. 

We present herewith the financial and statistical reports 
for the past year. 

| A. Q. WENDELL, 
at es | PACHART WABDEN, 
© tit ) WILLIAM MARVIN, 

te SAMUEL CLARK, 


; ra Majority of School Com., Dist. No. 3. 
Portsmouth, March, 1855. 
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SCHEDULE 


Of the names of the instructors, number of pupils attending, etc. at the several 
public schools in the city for the year ending March 31, 1855. 


$23e « 
2o88 
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Names of Instructors. e225 
ee 
Ts 
fe 
Sess ty 
~ i 
: ' z . 4 
A. M. Pay 84 
Olive F. Hill, Assistant 
Phineas Nichols 
Mary L. Hanscom, Ist Ass’t. 142 142 
Susan E. Gray, 2d do. 
226 142 
District No. 1. 
John P. Payson 82 
Sylvester Dixon 
J. Sullivan Rand rf aia 
Edwin N. Mathes 50 19 
Annette A. Webster 
Amelia M. White 94 94 
Caroline A.Mason@ .» ® 9117 §@-117 
Lusena B. Mullen 114 50 
Abby S. Patten 99 55 
Anna M. Manson 98 46 
718 381 
District No. 2. 
Timothy G. Senter rf 116 
Sarah A. Whittem, Assistant 
John Durgin 100 
Edward A. Rand 
Maria E. Walker . Ae At 
Ann E. Mendum 102 102 
Harriet L. Hill 80 80 
Anna Townsend 121 53 
Marion M. Ham 104 58 
670 314 


Males. 


337 


116 
100 
26 


68 
46 


356 


Average attendance. 
No. over 16 years of age. 
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tending not less than two 


No. between 4 and 16,at- 
weeks. 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Abstract of Expenditures of the several School Committees for the year 


ending March 31, 1855. 


High Schools. 


For Teachers, 
Wood and Coal, 


Contingencies, 


District No. 1. 


For Teachers, 
Wood, 
Contingencies, 
Expenditures prior to 1854, 


District No. 2. 


For Teachers, 
Wool and Coal, 
Contingencies, 


District No. 3. 


For Teachers, 
Wood and Coal, 
Contingencies, 


African School. 


For Teacher, 
Wood and Contingencies, 


For Evening School, 
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ADDRESS 


OF 


HON. HORTON D. WALKER, 
MAYOR, 


AT THE ORGANIZATION 


OF THE 


City Gobernment of Portsmouth, 


ON TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1855. 


PORTSMOUTH: 
C. W. BREWSTER & SON, PRINTERS. 
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MAYOR’S ADDRESS. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE City CouNcIL:— 


We have been chosen by the free suffrages of our fellow 
citizens to manage the affairs and promote the interest of our 
City, for the current municipal year. It is an office of re- 
sponsibility which I trust we shall all feel. 

All of us have taken the oaths of office, and by our pres- 
ence here signify to our constituents that we have not only 
accepted the trust thus committed to our hands, but are ready 
to go forward in the faithful discharge of our duty. 

In assuming the office to which, by the favor of my fellow 
citizens, I have thrice been called, and encouraged by the 
renewed indications of public confidence, for which I am 
deeply grateful, I take the responsibilities of this office with 
the hope that the information and experience obtained the 
past two years, may enable me so to discharge its duties as 
to meet the expectations of my fellow citizens, and to pro- 
mote the welfare and prosperity of our City. We have in- 
voked the blessing of the Most High upon us, that He would 
guide us by that unerring wisdom which is from above, and 
enable us so to discharge our duties that at the close of the 
year we may receive His benediction. 
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To those of us who are here as City Officers for the first 
time, as well as to all of us, 1 trust that the oaths which we 
have taken will be far, very far, from trivial. 

The business of the City Government has been very much 
retarded the past year, and many things have been entirely 
neglected, owing to circumstances which I need not narrate 
on this occasion, as they have become a part of our history 
and cannot be easily erased from our records. 

I trust that there is no member of the present City Council 
who will be willing to see the experiment repeated ; or upon 
whose conscience his oath of office will rest so lightly as to 
allow him so far to forget his obligations to his constituents, 
as to cause the fair fame of our City again to \be: compro, 
mised by such an unprecedented collision and want of har- 
mony between the coordinate branches of the City “ree 
ment. — | 
Ours is a representative government, and each of. its 
branches has its appropriate functions. Those of the Coms 
mon Council are strictly legislative; those of the Aldermen 
are mixed—both legislative and executive; and those of the 
Mayor are entirely executive, with the single exception of 
the casting vote, which he is required to give in ‘case of a 
_ tie in the board of Aldermen, or in Convention. 

Custom has made it proper and the City Charter has nite 
it my duty to communicate to the City Council such infor 
mation and recommend such measures as in ay spinipgaie 
welfare of the City may require. ron ad 

Among these are the Finances: of the City, which are im- 
mediately connected with its prosperity, and which will, I 
doubt not, receive your frequent attention. ox 

The care and improvement of the Streets; Roads and 
Bridges; the protection of private and public property; the 
sustaining of the Public Schools; and toa certain extent the 
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guardianship of the Public Morals—to these and other im- 
‘portant subjects your attention is invited during the whole 
of your official existence. 


Finances. 


Of the state of our finances itis not necessary that I should 
speak particularly, as the printed Reports of the Mayor and 
Aldermen will soon be laid before you and the citizens gen- 
erally. From their report it will be seen that there have been 
some drafts on the Treasury for which no appropriation was 
made. Among these are the expenses of the North Clock, 
repairs on Court House, and the increased pay of Firemen. 


Statement of the City Debt, March, 1855. 


34 City Bonds, dated May 27, 1852, payable in 

». 1872, at 5 per cent. interest semi-annually, $33,700 00 

10 City Notes, due sundry persons, at 6 per ct. 6,300 00 
4 Bonds payable in 1856-7-8-9, at 6 per cent. 6,000 00 


1 Bond payable in 1862 at 5 1-2 per cent. 1,500 00 
4 Bonds payable in 1859 at 5 per cent. 2,000 00 
$49,500 00 
Interest on the above to March, 1855, 150 00 
$49,650 00 
Balance due City Watch March 31, and sundry 
other bills unpaid 750 00 
Over draught at the Rockingham Bank 458 94 
: | $50,858 94 
Amount of assets due the City 4,730 49 
$46,128 45 
Balance of City debt, 1854, 50,729 35 
Balance of City debt, 1855, 46,128 45 
Decrease of debt $4,600 90 


For full particulars see Mayor and Aldermen’s report. 
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Streets, Roads, and Bridges. | 


The Streets of our City and the Roads out of the sidiihoat 
part of the City, are many of them in a bad condition — 
- What little repairs have been made upon the Roads the past 
year, were made so late in the season that it was little better 
than money thrown away; and it was so late when our 
present Street Commissioner commenced his labors, and the 
difficulties with which he was surrounded were so great, that 
there has not been that improvement in the Streets which*we 
should have been glad to have seen. 

There have, however, been some improvements. Vaughan 
street has been re-paved and the side-walks put in good con- 
dition its entire length; a part of Market street has been 
graded and paved; North street hds been graded, and other 
streets have been kept in good passable condition. : 

The two years’ experience which I have had, only serve to 
strengthen the views that I expressed to the City Council one 
year ago, that too much attention cannot be paid to draining 
and grading streets. 

With the large experience of our present efficient Street 
Commissioner, I believe that the views I have expressed in 
regard to the grading of the streets, will be carried out by 
him so far as practicable. 

There are several streets which ought to be paved the pindedh 
season, and among these are parts of Bridge and Deer streets. 

It will be necessary to new plank the North Mill Bridge, 
and perhaps the South Mill Bridge, the present season, and 
I would recommend the sum of four thousand dollars for 
Streets, Roads and Bridges. 

The side-walks, many of them, are in bad order, being 
much lower than the middle of the streets, the crossings are 
also bad—to which your attention no doubt will be frequent- 
ly called. { 
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Fire Department. 

The Fire Department, to which the city is so largely in- 
debted for the protection of private and public property, is . 
under efficient organization and discipline, and has rendered 
good service whenever it has been called out. It is com- 
posed of young men of energy, who know their duty and 
are ready to do it. ‘The companies are well filled and 
officered, and it is with pride as well as pleasure I may add, 
that as far as my knowledge extends, the utmost harmony 
prevails throughout the whole department. May it never 
be otherwise. | 
.. The Fire Department is necessarily sustained at a heavy 
cost; but when we take into consideration the large amount 
of property. which has been protected, how much has 
been saved from the devouring element, and the sense of 
_security felt by our.citizens from the knowledge that they 
have an efficient and well appointed body of firemen, ready 
at all times to devote their time and labor, and to peril their 
lives if necessary, for the protection of their property, it is 
worth more than the whole cost of the Department. 

The tax-payers probably will not object to the payment of 
the amount necessary to secure these ‘advantages, if the 
money is judiciously expended. And on the other hand, if 
the firemen are properly encouraged in their arduous duties, 
they will feél it incumbent on them not only to aid in the 
protection of property, but to sustain, by their influence and 
example, such wholesome regulations as are essential to the 
welfare of the community. 

There have been added to the department the past year, one 
thousand feet of leading hose; and one reservoir has been 
built. , 

_ I would recommend that one more reservoir be built the 
present season. 
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The whole apparatus of the department is in good condi- 
tion, and we may safely say that we never had so efficient a 
Fire Department as we have at the present time. © There are 
two old engines, and a large quantity of hose, &c. which is 
unfit for use, and which I would recommend to be’ sold. . 


Public Schools. 


The system under which our Schools are organized is 
supposed to be as good as can be devised. ‘The scholars 
are advanced as they become qualified, from the primary, 
through the intermediate and principal, to the High School, 
in which all the demands of a good common education are 
met, as perfectly as can be desired. 

Our schools are in their usual flourishing and promising 
condition, and are accomplishing, for the constantly increasing 
numbers of children and youth of our city, those great ob- 
jects of education, of moral and intellectual culture, and of 
thorough training for useful pursuits and duties of life, which 
were designed by our fathers, in the establishment of the 
Free School System. We have already established and are 
maintaining twenty-seven schools, in which are employed 
thirty-four teachers—ten males and twenty-four females. 

The whole amount drawn from the Treasury for educa- 
tional purposes the past year, is ten thousand five hundred 
thirty-seven dollars, ninety-one cents. 

Some of the school rooms are so crowded as to be uncom- 
fortable and injurious to the health of both teachers and’ pu- 
pils. Some of them are deficient in proper means of venti- 
lation. There is reason to believe that confinement in the 
foul air of these rooms causes much sickness among the chil- 
dren, and greatly impairs the efficiency of the schools. In 
many of these rooms, a person in health cannot spend a sin- 
gle day without suffering great inconvenience. ‘This evil 
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should be remedied as soon as practicable. I would tecom- 
mend to your early consideration the importance of erecting 
suitable buildings for the High Schools :—buildings of the 
most improved modern plan, and large enough to: meet) the 
wants of our increasing population, for many years to come. 
That economy is sadly misapplied that withholds the means 
of educating the young. 

Much has been written and much more said, about suita- 
ble buildings for the High Schools. I have no plan to sung- 
gest, further than this :—First, ascertain what kind of a 
building is wanted, how much land is necessary for the 
proper accommodation of these schools, and where the land 
can be obtained; andthen go to work in good earnest and 
accomplish the long desired object. We greatly need more 
school accommodations to meet the wants of those children 
who are constantly knocking at the doors of our school 
tooms for admission, and which it is the settled policy of our 
city not to turn away, but to receive, care for, and educate» 
in a manner becoming the public sentiment of the nineteenth 
century. It is to be regretted that there are so many chil- 
dren in this community who are suffered to go about our 
streets, and who do not avail themselves of our excelient 
‘schools. But of this number a large proportion are children 
of the foreign population ; and I cannot but regard this fact 
as one that threatens to be a very serious drawback on the 
future prosperity of our city. The truant law has worled 
very well in many cases, but it does not fully meet the wants 
of a community like ours. What we want is, a State Reform 
School, where boys can be placed under suitable restraints, 
‘properly cared for and educated, trained to some useful 
“employment, and thus become good and useful citizens. 
The great object will not be gained until our Legislature 
shall have given the subject their favorable consideration. J 
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commend the schools, with all their interests, to your fostering 
care. ’ 


Alms House and City Farm. 


This department is managed by a distinet and separate 
board from this body, with the single exception the City 
Charter provides, that the Mayor shall be Chairman of the 
Board of Overseers, and that the Superintendant shall be 
chosen by the City Council, in convention. Although this 
department is not under the control of the City Council, yet 
it is so immediately connected with our prosperity I have felt 
it my duty to bring the interests of this institfition to your 
notice. ) 

This establishment is unsurpassed in arrangement and 
convenience — a model of neatness and a pattern of disci - 
pline, which are conclusive evidences of the excellent judg: 
ment and superior skill and industry of its gentlemanly 
Superintendent, Mr. Scott. It has been the resting place 
and the abode of comfort and christian instruction, to nearly 
one hundred inmates during the year. At the commence. 


ment of the year the number of inmates was 8 
Since that time there have been admitted 112 
Added to the number at the commencement of the year, -— 
would make 201 
Less those discharged during the year 113 
Present number : — 88 
Average number 84 
Number of Foreigners admitted during the year, notin- 
eluding children, one mine 
Present number of Foreigners, not including children, 19 


Supplies have been sent from the house to nineteen fam- 
ilies of foreign birth, and to other families twelve in number. 
For full particulars I beg leave to refer you to the Overseers’ 
report. | 
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Health of our City. 


We have reason for devout thankfulness to a kind Provi" 
dence that the voice of health has been heard in so many of 
our dwellings the past year: That while a desolating 
scourge has swept over so many other cities, carrying 
with it so much suffering and death, and filling so many 
hearts with grief and mourning, it has not been permitted to 
come nigh us. | 

Our Health Committee cannot be too vigilant in the dis- 
» charge of their duties, as soon as the warm season approaches, 
On the cleanliness of our city depends, in a great degree, un- 
der the blessing of God, its health and prosperity. And may 
nothing be left undone on our part, to secure this great blessing 
to ourselves, and to make our city a pleasant place of resort 
for others. 


Police Department. 


This department of the government is one in regard to 
which the people are very sensitive. Its duties are delicate 
as well as difficult, and the efficient performance of those 
duties depends very much upon the manner in which the 
officers, are sustained by the people themselves, as well as by 
the City Government. 

There is an opinion prevailing to a limited extent, among 
our citizens, that it is the duty of the police department to 
seek out and prosecute all violations of the law. It is un- 
questionably our duty to have the law and ordinances of the 
city executed. When one law is disregarded, another may 
be with equal impunity. 

If you are of the opinion that this department is to be held 
responsible for the finding out and prosecuting all violations 
of law, then it is clearly your duty to adopt such measures 
as will enable the deparment to discharge that duty. or 


/ 
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full particulars of what this’ department has done, see City 
Marshal’s report. | 


The Morals of the City. 


In regard to the morals of our city it certainly becomes’ us 
to feel a lively interest. We are, in a certain sense, our 
brother’s keeper, and no commercial embarrassment is to be 
compared for a moment to the increase of crime and profli- 
gacy among us. That intemperance, with ‘all its kindred 
evils, is on the increase, must be apparent to you all. The 
great cause of so much profligacy and crime in this commu- 
nity, is to be traced directly to the many places in which ar” 
dent spirits are sold. And to this I beg leave to call your 
serious attention. You are too well acquainted with the sad 
results of this traffic to need that I should attempt to de 
scribe them. 

There are but few families in our whole ecommnuity that 
have wholly escaped its withering hand. It is sad to see 
some of our young men throwing themselves away, dragging 
out a most miserable existence here, and preparing for them- 
“selves a more miserable future. There is many ‘a young 

man in this city, who, were it not for this evil, would seek 
some place of employment, and would soon become virtuous 
and happy, instead of going from one’ grog’ shop to another 
with his idle and vicious companions. "What we need most 
of all in this community is, the Maine Law ; a Jaw that shall 
‘effectually do the work; a law of protection to ourselves and 
our families. “Whatever can be done by you, gentlemen, by 
your personal influence or by your legitimate authority to 
suppress this great evil and to promote virtue and temper- 
“ance, I doubt not will be done by you with all your might: 
There are many subjects to which I should like to call your 
attention. It may be mentioned asa matter of general con- 
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gratulation, that the new Church, which is now hastening to 
its completion, promises to be one of the chief ornaments of 
our city. The erection of such an edifice, though designed 
for the accommodation of a single religious society, is an 
honorable pride to all our citizens. But may it not suggest, 
what inthe opinion of many is an imperative want, the ne- 
cessity of a large public building containing a large City 
Hall, rooms for the various departments of the city gov- 
ernment, with, perhaps, accommodations for the Post 
Office. That sucha building is needed, that it would be 
beth an ornament and a convenience to the whole city, 
cannot be doubted. It is believed by many that the 
rent of this hall and other apartments of such a building 
would nearly or quite pay the interest on the debt which 
would be created by its erection. It seems to me, gentle- 
men, that this is a matter which merits your consideration. 

There is another iinprovement which I would not fail to 
notice, and that is the great improvement in Jefferson Hal} 
Market, which improvement has been mostly made by its en, 
terprising occupants, and I doubt not that they will be well 
paid for their public spirit by the increasing patronage of an 
appreciating and intelligent community. 

Gentlemen of the City Council, I have but briefly touched 
upon some of the most important subjects which claim your 
attention. I doubt not they will receive the consideration 
they deserve. And permit me, in closing, to express the con- 
fident hope that I shall have your sympathy and forbearance, 
and your co-operation in the duties which are before-us, that 
nothing may occur which shall disturb the harmony of our 
future deliberations, and that we may come to the close of 
the year conscious of having done our whole duty. 
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CITY ORGANIZATION. 


1855. 


_ Mayor,—HORTON D. WALKER. 


Ward 1. Ward 2. Ward. 3. 
Aldermen. 
Isaiah Wilson, Jonathan Dearborn, Gideon H. Rundlett, 
Moses Wherren. Timothy G. Senter, Abraham Q. Wendell. 


Meses Yeaton. 


Common Council. 


Willard Brown, James Odiorne, James Janvrin, 
John R. Spinney, Ransom B. Bishop, Thomas H. Odion, 
doseph Harvey, Hampti Kenney, William Marvin, 
Joseph Parry, Oren Bragdon, Thomas S. Gammon, 
Eli M. Robins, J. Chaplin Carr, Asa L. Marden, 
Samuel Gray. James Larrabee, Andrew J. Beck. 


Nathaniel R. Folsom, 
Samuel F. Cobb, 
Washington Freeman. 


Assessors. 
Washington Williams, John Smith, Francis Marden, 
James Junkins. Jonathan Barker, Andrew Lowd. 
William Conn. 
Overseers of the Poor. 

Frederick W. Rogers. William Bodge. Levi Moses. 

Moderators. 
Lory Odell. Timothy G. Senter. Sampson B. Lord. 

Selectmen. 
John H. Bailey, Joseph W. Marden, Nehemiah Moses, 
John H. Folsom, Edward J. Moulton, Richard Walden, 


Charles H. Parks. Edmund M. Brown. Samuel Langdon. | 


Town Clerks. 
Frank W. Miller. Benjamin F. Webster. Joseph C. Walker. 


School Committees. | 
Samuel M. DeMeritt, William Lamson, Abraham Q. Wendell. 
Charles A. Shannon, Robert O. Treadwell, Samuel Clark, 
Benjamin Murray, Ichabod B. Claggett, Richard Walden, 
John S. Harvey, Marcellus Bufford, William Mervin, 
John W. Fernald, Thomas L. Tullock,” Henry T. Curtis, 
William R. Martin, Andrew Gardner, Aaron Lang, 
Willard Brown. John Knowlton, 2d. Benjamin Oaion, 2d. 


Representatives to General Court. 
George W. Pendexter, ‘Thomas L. Tullock, Bartholomew Barri, 
Charles A Shannon. Frederick W. Fernald, Obediah Stoddard. 
Charles C. Whittemore. 
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BoarD OF ALDERMEN.—STANDING COMMITTEES. 
; 7 - 


Bills on 2d Reading—Ald. Senter and Rundlett. 
Enroliment—Mayor, and Ald. Senter. 
Police— Ald. Dearborn and Wendell. 


Joint Standing Committees on the part of the Aldermen:— 


Finance—The Mayor, Ald. Dearborn and Rundlett. 
Engrossing Biils—Ald. Rundlett and Senter. 

City Lands and Buildings—Ald.. Yeaton and Wherren. 
Streets, Roads and Bridges—Ald. Senter and Wendell. 
Fire Department—Ald. Wendell and Yeaton,. 

School Houses— Ald. Wilson and Dearborn. 
Claims—Ald. Rundlett and Wilson. 

Burying Grounds—Ald. Wherren and Yeaton. 
Printing— Ald. Wendell and Wherren. 


Common CouNCIL—STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Supervisory Committee of Journal—Messrs. Mervin, Bishop and Beck. 
On Bills on 2d Reading—Messrs. Freeman, James Odion and. Cobb. 
On Elections-- Messrs. Larrabee, Gammon and Robbins. 


Joint Standing Committees on the part of the Common Council..." 


Finance—Messrs. Robbins, Larrabee and T. H. Odion. 
Engrossing Bills—Messrs. Folsom, Gray and Freeman. Or 
City Lands and Buildings—Messrs. James Odiorn, Kenney and Brown. 
Streets, Roads and Bridges—Messrs. Parry, Bragdon and Mervin. 

Fire Department—Messrs. Carr, Beck and Spinney. | sO) 
School Houses—Messrs. Kenney, Brown and Gammon. se 
Claims—Messrs.. Cobb, Carr and Janvrin.., r deat 
Burying Grounds—Messrs. Bishop, Spinney and Marden. 
Printing—Messrs. Gray, Bragdon and T. H. Odion. 


City Clerk—John Bennett. ees 
Clerk of Common Council—John W. Fernald. < Bi0 
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